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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager,  

helping our friends and neighbors stay in touch

   

Current Fall Projects: 
• Rebuilding Quarry Pond 
campground showers: nearly 
complete 

• Re-roofing Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center recreation hall roof, and 
rebuilding porch 

• Replacing wasteful lighting fixtures 
throughout the Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center 

• Painting restroom interiors 

• Re-roofing CCC residence 

• Servicing pop-off valves and sewer 
pumps 

 
 

Off-Season Closures: 
• Quarry Pond Campground opens 

November 16 for the rest of the 
year. 

• Back and middle loops, Cranberry 
Campground, open next spring. 
Due to forest health issues, the 
Forest Loop closed November 1 
and reopens March 1. The lower 
loop closes November 15 

• Bowman Bay Campground and 
shelter areas are closed until March 
1 to conserve resources 

• North Beach is now closed until 
March 1. 

• Rosario will stay open all year, 
unless there are staffing cuts this 
winter. 

• Group Camps 2 and 3 closed 
forever on November 1. A new 
group camp remains to be sited and 
built. 

 
 

 Can't Parks be Free? 
We, as citizens, already own the park 

land. Why are we asked to pay to use it? 
Aren't parks free? Is there such a thing as 
a free lunch? 

Changes to our state park system and 
services are coming. What do you think 
those changes should be? Your input will 
help guide a critical decision point next 
week. 

Come give your input. 
At our annual State of the State Park 

gathering, Park Manager Jack Hartt will 
highlight the events of the year, the state 
of the park, and the choices we face for 
the future. Share what you think would 
be the right choice for Deception Pass to 
follow. The decisions are imminent. 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation 
will share the many successes they have 
had this year in supporting park 
protection and educational projects. And 
volunteers will be recognized for many 
hours of service. 

Door prizes include an annual 
Discover Pass, park hats and mugs, and 
other invaluable park-related gifts.  

Music, food, good discussions, good friends. It's all happening this coming 
November 7, a Monday, at 7 p.m., at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center. You want to be 
there. 

 
 

Orange Cones Coming to Cornet 
Essential improvements are coming to the Cornet Bay marine area this winter. 

Faber Construction of Lynden, Washington, is our successful bidder for renovating the 
buildings and infrastructure. 

On the list: 

• A new restroom to replace the inefficient and worn out facility we 
have right now. The new restroom will be 'closer to the action', nearer 
to the dock and boat launch. 

• A new water system that will not fail so often and so easily as the 
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CCoommiinngg  EEvveennttss::  

6th Annual  
Deception Pass Dash 

December 3-4, 2011 
Deception Pass State Park 

 

Join hundreds of your fellow racers 
for a six-mile jaunt through the 
challenging waters of Deception Pass, 
WA. In 2011, the 6th Annual Dash will 
feature a 2-day paddling festival on 
December 3-4. The Dash itself happens 
on Sunday the 4th, at 10:25am. 

Registration is $45 before 
November 15, then the price goes up to 
$75. Day-of-race registration will be 
accepted this year, for $100. 

Visit their website at: 
http://rubycreekboathouse.com/races/de
ception-pass-dash/ 

 
25K and 50K Races 

Those are big numbers, long 
distances for running a foot race.  

Over 200 runners will gather at the 
park on December 
10 to run the roads 
and trails of the 
park, and run, and 
run, and run.  

Rainshadow 
Running, based in 

Eastern Washington, is hosting this 
event, along with a others like it around 
the state at various times of the year.  

The race list is already full; sign 
ups ended last week. It begins at eight in 
the morning, and will take many hours 
to complete, especially the 50k race, 
which is around 30 miles! 

current system. Hopefully it will be dependable under the busiest of 
conditions, which will be a significant improvement. 

• A small shelter will be built to improve shoulder season use of the area 

• Storm water runoff will be channeled better to improve water quality. 

• Boat launch access will be improved. 
Next year, we hope that grants will allow replacing the creosote seawall with a "soft 

shore" natural shoreline, giving us easier access to the beach and improving the health 
of the shoreline and the critters that depend upon it. 

 
 

Days are Numbered for Forest of Orange 
The forest of orange cones at Rosario will be gone soon! 
Come check out the improved parking lot at Rosario, with fresh paving and striping, 

and better storm water management. To the south, the grass is growing back in with a 
new ADA walkway leading to the old 
CCC restroom.  

The restroom is seeing new life as 
well, as a classroom for students of all 
ages. Our contractor, Nautilus 
Construction, changed the restroom 
over into one larger room, which will 
allow our thousands of students visiting 
the tidepools to have a place to explore 
the details of the marine and upland 
environments. Grants have allowed us 
to have microscopes and other 
educational materials to take the 
education to new levels. 

The logs and windows have been restored to allow this CCC building, now over 
seventy five years old, to have a new lease on life, and provide a new venue for groups 
visiting Rosario. We hope to have a grand opening this coming spring. 

 
 

Interpretive Energy Grows  
A breath of fresh air walked into the park a month ago -- our new interpreter, Sam 

Wotipka. Sam is an Americorps intern, being paid a stipend by that program and by our 
Deception Pass Park Foundation to spend a year with us developing and presenting a 
plethora of projects that serve our visitors.  

You may have already seen him on the bridge with a spotting scope, giving visitors 
a chance to explore the exciting natural world so visible at this spectacular location. 

Some of the activities he is or soon will be taking on: 

• high quality maps at our bulletin boards 

• school group presentations at Rosario and around the park 

• improved website information for the Foundation and the park 

• assistance with the Kukutali Preserve tours 

• development of our summer evening programs, and the Arts in the 
Parks events 

• Helping with the volunteer Beach Naturalist training and work at 
Rosario 

• Developing new interpretive guides 

• Developing a program that encourages visitors to explore this entire 
park through a virtual scavenger hunt. 

And this is just his first month of ideas! 
Check out the attached Bridge newsletter. We are delighted to see him bringing the 

park's interpretive newsletter back to life, too. 
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CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  
  
Green Living Programs: 
Every Second Tuesday,  
Oak Harbor City Hall, 5:30 to 6:30 
 
 

Sound Waters 
Saturday, February 4, at Coupeville 
High School. Sign up for up to three 
classes at this annual 'one day 
university' about our islands and planet. 
Reserve your place soon; it fills up. 

 

 
 

The Deception 
Pass Park Foundation, formed in 2005, 
is a membership-based non-profit 
organization dedicated to the funding of 
environmental education and protection 
in Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include seeking to 
support funding for a park interpreter 
next year, rebuilding the park 
amphitheater, furnishing the Rosario 
field classroom, sponsoring the Beach 
Naturalist program, and helping fund 
the eventual construction of a Rosario 
Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the 
protection of the Goose Rock meadows 
and the tidepool area, funding safety 
fencing at Bowman Bay, roofing of 
CCC shelters, sponsoring the bridge's 
75th anniversary celebration, and hiring 
this year's interpretive intern, Rick 
Colombo. 

If you are interested in furthering 
the goals of the Foundation, please join 
as a member and consider applying to 
become a board member. The board is 
actively seeking new board members to 
lead the Foundation as it moves 
forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception 
Pass Park Foundation to see how you 
can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

 

 

Bowman Rocks 
The chunks of concrete and 

rebar that used to fill the riprap at 
Bowman Bay has been replaced 
with clean boulders and rocks.  

Park maintenance specialists 
from around the region and Puget 
Sound area gave us a hand last 
month to clean up the dangerous 
materials that littered the beach 
wall near the boat launch, and 
repair the protective structure that 
keeps the parking lot safer from 
erosion. 

The storm of 2006 had eroded 
the wall and eaten away at the 
picnic sites and day use area at 
Bowman Bay. We were able to 
secure FEMA money to repair the 
damage and create a fresh look at 

Bowman Bay. 
We had hoped to have 'soft shore' beach materials instead, but engineering studies 

told us that we would lose the boat launch, parking lot, and much of the day use area if 
winter storms were able to attack the upland area. 

The new picnic table pads will allow visitors to enjoy the area while enjoying a 
meal; the pathway along the shoreline is a magnificent stroll along the full length of the 
bayshore. 

Grass will be growing throughout the area this month and next. We hope it's ready 
for the Deception Pass Dash in four weeks. 

 

 
 

Kukutali Preserve 
Caretaker Danny Rambo is cleaning the moss off the Dunlap 

house roof this week, and putting much of the grounds to bed for 
the winter. 

The management board will be meeting sometime this month to 
consider proposals for different opportunities in the preserve as 
presented by planners who have looked at many possibilities. 

 
 
 

Foundation Receives Grant 
The Deception Pass Park Foundation was just honored with a grant of $2100 from 

the Island County Hotel/Motel tax funds. 
Every year, Deception Pass pays over $15,000 of taxes into the hotel/motel tax 

fund. This fund is set up to help support tourism and visitor services in Island and 
Skagit counties. 

Board member George Churchill suggested the Foundation apply for a grant to use 
some of these funds to improve the park and further serve the visitors to the area. The 
county board that administers the grants recognized the value of improving the Cornet 
Bay Retreat Center to allow us to open a portion of the facility in the winter in a way 
that conserves energy while still meeting group needs. 

We are grateful to the Foundation for applying for the grant, and to Island County 
for supporting the park for this project. 

 

New picnic tables and pads stand ready at 

Bowman Bay for new grass to grow and for 

visitors to return in great numbers next year. 
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Foundation Board members: 
Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
 

   Follow us on Facebook. Search 
for Deception Pass Park Foundation.    
 
 

PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 

to set up a reservation for a two-hour 
tour of the Kukutali Preserve on a 
Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited.  Tours start 
at 9 and 11 a.m.. with space for just 12 
people at a time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the 
website at 
www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
The AKT is a proud sponsor of the 

Deception Pass Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the 
website at 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 
www.academicsandadventures.org 

 
 
 
 

"Current"   Logo Credits 
Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography 

and Graphic Design provided the design 
for the title logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 
www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Viewpoint? 
Budgets are tight. Family budgets, federal budgets, local and state governments, 

businesses large and small: most of these know what it means to "tighten the belt" and 
stretch the dollar and cut to the bone and every other cliché that reminds us that our 
needs and wants are many but our funds are limited, and more limited with each passing 
year it seems. 

Your state parks have had nearly 
every tax dollar removed from their 
budgets. In a year and half, state park 
budgets will rely completely on fees 
that they raise, through camping or 
leases or the Discover Pass or 
donations or firewood sales. 

There is a strong expectation that 
the current revenue from fees will not 
meet the current budget, which is 
slightly smaller than it was four years 
ago, even with higher prices on nearly 
everything. 

So, State Parks will have to make 
do with less. We may have to do less 
with less.  

We need to make sure our 
priorities in those choices reflect what 
we all want from our park system. 
Where should the cuts begin? How 
deep should the cuts go? Should parks 
be cut to reduce costs? Should staffing be cut at each park to keep the parks open but 
with reduced services? Should support programs that don't directly benefit the actual 
parks in the field be reduced or eliminated? Should the professional staff in a park such 
as hours be replaced with seasonal temps, changing the level of maintenance and 
security of a very popular gem like Deception Pass? 

I think we all have preferences to answer some of these questions. I would love to 
hear your thoughts, because in ten days I will be helping develop the agency plan for re-
designing how parks operate, how to meet the much lower budget level facing us in the 
next month or two. 

My goal is to keep parks available for all citizens; to protect the resources and pass 
them on even better condition for future generations; to allow parks to be used safely 
and freely with the freedom that characterizes the value of parks for our spirit and 
sanity; to see excellence in all that you find in a park. 

All of us fall into routines, "the way we have always done it" thinking. Severe 
budget cuts such as we face give us a chance to take a hard look and how we operate, 
the assumptions we make, the choices we have, and the priorities of what we are really 
about. 

I hope you are able to join us on Monday to help us discover what YOU think we 
should be about, how you see the future of parks in an era of austerity. This is our 
legacy that we will pass on to our grandchildren. What legacy will it be? 

 
 
November 7, 7 p.m., at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center 
400 Cornet Bay Road 
Free 
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Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks who 

have expressed an interest in keeping in 

touch with what is happening or in the 

planning stages at Deception Pass State 

Park. If you are not interested in receiving 

these monthly updates, please reply to this 

message and let me know, or send an email 

to jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be removed 

from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to 

receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime 

with me or other park staff, please email, 

call, or visit us. This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
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Deception Pass Park Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 
resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 
 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 
environmental programs in the park, 
 
Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 
Foundation’s mission, and 
 
Fundraising for park projects 
 
The Deception Pass Park Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  
 
Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  
educational programs and resource protection projects at 
Deception Pass State Park. 
 
We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 
your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 
 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
41020 State Route 20 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 
 
 
 
 
 
For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  
 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
 
Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________ 
 
State _________     Zip _____________________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________ 
 
Membership Level: 

� Student/Seniors: $10 

� Individual $20 

� Family $35 

� Small Business $100 

� Sustaining $100 

� Sponsor $250 

� Patron $500 

� Steward $1000 

� Benefactor $2000 

 

� Other donation: $______________ 
 
Total enclosed: $__________________ 
Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 
Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
� Yes      No � 

   
 
 
 

   

 

 
 

 


