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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager,  

helping our friends and neighbors stay in touch

   

Projects Completed this fall already: 
Re-roofing North Beach restroom: done 
Re-roofing several cabins at the Cornet Bay 

Retreat Center: done 
Re-roofing the old park office/ maintenance 

shop: done 
 

Current Fall Projects: 

• Rebuilding Quarry Pond campground 
showers: underway 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maintenance Chief Mark Lunz repairs one 

of the Quarry Pond campground restroom 

windows. 

 

• Re-roofing Cornet Bay Retreat Center roof, 
and rebuilding porch 

• Renovating three Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center cabins, adding insulation, new 
roofs, better windows, and new lighting 

• Replacing wasteful lighting fixtures 
throughout the Cornet Bay Retreat Center 

• Painting restroom interiors 
• Re-roofing CCC residence 

 Annual State of the State Park  
Celebration Coming 

Come join us, November 7, at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center. Share in some 
food, open discussions, the year in review, the coming year in our crystal ball, 
door prizes, food, volunteer recognition, music, and did I mention food? 

Park Manager Jack Hartt will highlight the events of the year, the state of the 
park, and plans for the near future. 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation will share the many successes they 
have had this year in supporting park protection and educational projects. And 
volunteers will be recognized for many hours of service. 

Door prizes include an annual Discover Pass, park hats and mugs, and other 
invaluable park-related gifts. 

Music, food, good chats, good friends. It's all happening this coming 
November 7, a Monday, at 7 p.m., at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center. You want 
to be there. 

 

Good-bye, Rick 
Goodbye, Rick Colombo -- for now.  
Our dynamic interpreter during the 

past summer ended his school internship 
at the park. Paid a small stipend by the 
Deception Pass Park Foundation, Rick 
provided a year's worth of memories and 
experiences throughout the park as he 
managed the Rosario tidepools, gave 
talks to school groups and the visiting 
public, helped organize the Beach 
Naturalists, led Junior Ranger programs, 
roused crowds at 'ranger fireside chats', 
and hosted the Arts in the Parks 
presentations. 

He has returned to full-time 
schooling, but there is a chance he may 
be able to return next summer to infest 
the park with his humor and contagious 
enthusiasm. 

We hope the Foundation will be able 
to once again raise the money to 
provide a stipend for Rick's 
transportation and tuition costs. 

Rick Colombo installing the rope 

trail guide at Rosario.  

Photo by Sammye Kempbell 
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Park Seasonal Closures: 
• Quarry Pond Campground: October only 

(re-opens in November) 

• Back and middle loops, Cranberry 
Campground 

• Bowman Bay Campground and shelter 
area 

• Lower loop and Forest loop campgrounds 
close in November 

• North Beach closes in November 

• We hope that full staffing levels will allow 
us to keep Rosario open all winter long. 

• Group Camps 2 and 3 close forever on 
November 1. A new group camp remains 
to be sited and built; the lawn area at the 
south end of East Cranberry Lake will be 
our temporary group camp until a new 
group camp is constructed. 

 

Quick Updates 
Rosario: 

Orange cones still hurt the eyes at Rosario, 
but the progress is very evident. The ADA trail 
to the old CCC restroom is complete, and the 
lawn is filling in nicely to visually blend the 
trail with the landscape. 

The CCC restroom is nearing completion 
outside, with the roof being installed this week, 
and interior work continuing for the rest of the 
month to convert the building into a field 
classroom. 

Paving is planned for this coming week, 

October 10 to 14, at the Rosario parking lot, so 
the gate will be closed during paving work. 
 
Cornet Bay:  

Plans are ready to go to contract for a new 
restroom, improvements to the shoreline, better 
dock access, adding a picnic shelter, improving 
the water delivery system, and other features at 
Cornet Bay. 

Construction will probably start late this fall, 
or early next spring. The shoreline work to 
replace the bulkhead there will hopefully start 
next year, perhaps during the summer. 
 
Bowman Bay: 

The sea-wall rip-rap at Bowman Bay will 
be repaired starting October 24. Winter storms 
have created gaps and holes in the rip-rap, 
endangering the uplands above.  

This project is funded by FEMA. Expect 
the area to be a construction zone for up to two 
weeks. 

At the same time, a waterline will be 
installed nearby. 

And Hello, Sam... 
Welcome Sam Wotipka to our staff! Sam started October 3 as an interpretive 

intern, funded to be here until the middle of next August. The Deception Pass 
Park Foundation is generously supporting Sam as an Americorps interpretive 
intern for a year at the park.  

Sam grew up in Portland, Oregon and recently graduated from the 
 University of Oregon. He studied English and biology and one day hopes 
 to be a professional science writer. After spending the summer researching the 
molecular genetics of corn at Oregon State University, Sam has arrived at the 
park and has started to prep himself for his interpretive duties.  

Sam will be involved in several projects at the park from hosting school 
groups to teaching visitors about the Rosario tide pools to leading tours of Kiket 
Island. In what little free time he has this year, Sam hopes to do some fly fishing 
at Pass Lake, learn how to kayak, and to be able to identify the birds of 
 Puget Sound by their calls alone. 

Americorps provides qualified college students a chance to gain experience 
in a field of service and earn a modest amount of college tuition money, along 
with an even more modest living stipend. Fifty-fifty matching funds are required 
for this support, and the Deception Pass Park Foundation is providing this match 
through the support of their donors. 

Having an interpreter at the park is a critical mission of the park and the 
Foundation. Having a talented intern like Sam continuing the ongoing 
educational programs in the park will benefit our school groups and park 
visitors, and our park, in countless ways. 

This past summer, the Foundation supported Rick Colombo as our student 
interpretive intern. His program ended August 31. 

Thank you, Deception Pass Park Foundation, and welcome to Deception 
Pass, Sam Wotipka. 

 
 

Foundation Sponsors Thank-You Party  
for Beach Naturalists 

Over a dozen of our volunteer naturalists were honored last month for their 
many hours of assisting at Rosario's tidepools this year. 

Everyone brought elements of a potluck meal to share as Park Manager 
Jack Hartt gave an illustrated review of this year's interpretive activities at the 
park. The Foundation honored Rick Colombo with a gift certificate for the work 
that he did this year, giving over 600 hours to the park and its visitors. 

Then Beach Naturalist coordinator and founder Sammye Kempbell gave 
volunteer nametags and hats to each volunteer. They each shared what they most 
liked about working at Rosario this year. The answers were very diverse and 
positive. 

Overall, the program reached over 12000 people, helping protect Rosario 
and educate each visitor about its values and growing potential.  

Thank you, Beach Naturalists! We hope to see each of you again next year. 
 

 

Beach Naturalist Program 
By Sammye Kempbell 
 
Hooray!! Hooray!! Hooray, for the beach naturalists. 
Well, folks, here is a synopsis of this season at Rosario Beach. There have 

been fantastic naturalists that have done a great job this year. We talked with 
over 12,000 people by year's end. That included the school classes in May and 
June. From May through September, we worked on the beach a total of 104 
days, donating over a thousand hours of service. I can’t say thank you enough to 
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CCoommiinngg  EEvveenntt::  

6th Annual  
Deception Pass Dash 

December 3-4, 2011 
Deception Pass State Park 

 
Join hundreds of your fellow racers for a 

six-mile jaunt through the challenging waters of 
Deception Pass, WA. In 2011, the 6th Annual 
Dash will feature a 2-day paddling festival on 
December 3-4. The Dash itself happens on 
Sunday the 4th, at 10:25am. 

Registration is $45 before November 15, 
then the price goes up to $75. Day-of-race 
registration will be accepted this year, for $100. 

Visit their website at: 
http://rubycreekboathouse.com/races/deception-
pass-dash/ 
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  
  
Climate Stewards Training:   
October 6 - November 3, Padilla Bay Reserve.   
Climate Stewards receive 22 hours of FREE 
professional training including wise choices for 
living more sustainably in a warming and 
changing world.    
To register please contact Susan Wood, Padilla 
Bay Reserve, 10441 Bay View Edison Rd,  
Mount Vernon, WA 98273 -- 360-428-1066; 
swood@padillabay.gov 

 

Puget Sound Recovery  

Open House 
Monday October 10 at the Padilla Bay National 
Estuarine Research Reserve 

The purpose of the open house is to share 
information about: our measure of Puget Sound 
health, the Vital Signs; highlight Puget Sound 

all of the volunteer naturalists and 
our interpretive intern Rick 
Colombo. They are fantastic with 
the public and people simply love 
having them on the beach.   

We are truly hosting the beach 
in a positive way. We explain to the 
people that the park made a decision 
four years ago. They decided that the 
public should have the opportunity 
to see what belongs on Rosario 
Beach. To accomplish that goal, they 
put trails through the tide pool area. 
This allows everyone to see the 
recovery of this great beach as it 
happens. This is the people's park 
and they get to participate in the 
recovery process. What a concept!! 
Recovery is happening! 

The first year, we saw more 
chitons in the upper intertidal area. 
The second year, there were more 
chitons and two baby red sea 
cucumbers. By the third year we saw 
a few six rayed sea stars and added 
another baby red sea cucumber to the 
mix. This year we have seen all of 
the above plus a stalked jelly, a sea 

squirt, and today we had a green urchin in the high intertidal.   
Last month, I checked the middle trail for mussel growth. Usually by this 

time of year, there are very few mussels surviving. The birds and natural attrition 
seem to deplete the population. WAHOO!!! This year there are a great many 
mussels surviving in the upper intertidal. (Look in the cracks.) We talk to these 
mussels very kindly and ask that they grow strong and “multiply” in great 
amounts. These guys are what the large sea stars love to eat. We are hoping the 
trend continues next year with even more improvement.  

The algae growth is looking fantastic with almost four years of growth. We 
are seeing many ribbon worms as well as isopods in the Fucus. There is also 
more black tar algae, which makes it more slippery for all of us on the rocks. 
Ouch!! Did you know that barnacles bite? Just kidding.   

Oh, we may have a unique small chiton that lives on barnacles. I don’t 
know about that conclusion yet. I’ll let you know if I find out. Walla Walla 
Marine College hosted the 6th Annual North American Echinoderm Conference 
last week. One of their speakers was the one who has written a paper on this 
little chiton. He thought that he had found one but needed to put it under a 
microscope to be sure. They had people from many foreign countries attending 
this year’s conference. 

The naturalists are doing a fantastic job in teaching and hosting on the 
beach. However, we work so many hours that we need many more naturalists to 
share the work. If you or anyone that you know is interested in becoming a 
Beach Naturalist at Rosario, please let them know that I will be teaching another 
class next spring. We have so much fun working with the public and what could 
be better than being on a beach? Come on up and join us.  

Thank you. 
 
 
 

A youngster explores the Rosario 

tidepools with the assistance of a 

volunteer Beach Naturalist.  

Photo by Sammye Kempbell 
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recovery priorities and accomplishments, 
especially local priorities and accomplishments; 
and describe the upcoming update to the Puget 
Sound recovery plan, the Action Agenda, and 
get public input.   
It also is an opportunity to provide general 
educational information about Puget Sound, 
recovery, and what individuals can do to 
help. Open houses will run from 4:30 – 7:00. 
 

Green Living Programs: 
Every Second Tuesday,  
Oak Harbor City Hall, 5:30 to 6:30 
 

 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
The Deception Pass Park Foundation, 

formed in 2005, is a membership-based non-
profit organization dedicated to the funding of 
environmental education and protection in 
Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include seeking to support 
funding for a park interpreter next year, 
rebuilding the park amphitheater, furnishing the 
Rosario field classroom, sponsoring the Beach 
Naturalist program, and helping fund the 
eventual construction of a Rosario Interpretive 
Center. 

Past successes include funding the 
protection of the Goose Rock meadows and the 
tidepool area, funding safety fencing at 
Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, 
sponsoring the bridge's 75th anniversary 
celebration, and hiring this year's interpretive 
intern, Rick Colombo. 

If you are interested in furthering the goals 
of the Foundation, please join as a member and 
consider applying to become a board member. 
The board is actively seeking new board 
members to lead the Foundation as it moves 
forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception Pass 
Park Foundation to see how you can support 
this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Board members: 
Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
 

   Follow us on Facebook. Search for 
Deception Pass Park Foundation.    

Raingarden Restoration 
Recipe: Mix twenty hard-

working young adults with 
shovels, rakes, wheel-barrows, 
and topsoil. Add a handful of 
native plants, and cook for three 
hours on a pleasant Saturday 
afternoon.  

Yield: a beautifully restored 
rain garden entrance to the park 
office! 

About twenty members of 
the Young Adult ward of the 
local Latter Day Saints church 
volunteered to renovate the 
gardens this month. They arrived around nine a.m., and immediately took up the 
challenge of removing the weeds and creating a renewed and inviting landscape 
around the office. 

Led by Paul Wilson, they seemed to enjoy the tasks, even getting a few 
youngsters in on the action. The appearance of the office landscaping has been 
transformed. 

They enjoyed a lunch at a nearby picnic table after all the work was done, 
and shared a photo-moment amid the new scenery. We are grateful for their 
energy and enthusiasm in accomplishing this quick makeover. 

Our hearty thanks to the LDS young adults and their leaders. 

 
 

East Cranberry Shelter 
The roof is up, the posts are in, and so the shelter at East Cranberry Lake is 

nearly done. After a handful of summer weekends, the volunteers from HDP of 
Seattle, led by Lex Palmer, have nearly completed the reclamation of this CCC 

shelter at the south end of the 
East Cranberry area in the park. 

First the posts were 
replaced, with new posts dried 
and milled at our sister park 
near Olympia, Millersylvania. 
The fitting was difficult and 
challenging, but they are up 
and level and fully supporting 
the structure, without the lean 
that the building used to suffer 
when the original posts had 
failed. 

On September 10, the 
hardy workers returned to re-
roof the structure with 
authentic hand-split shakes, 

sized just how the CCC cut them, from a cedar tree that had fallen at nearby 
Rockport State Park. 

Just a few more hours of work remain to finish the roof cap, grout the posts, 
and other touch up tasks that we hope to see done this fall. 

Our hearty thanks to Lex Palmer, HDP, and the helpful volunteers. 
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PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 to set 

up a reservation for a two-hour tour of the 
Kukutali Preserve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are required, 
as space is limited.  Tours start at 9 and 11 
a.m.. with space for just 12 people at a time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the website at 
www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

The AKT is a proud sponsor of the Deception 

Pass Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the website at 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 

The former Deception Pass Cafe on Highway 
20 near milepost 44 is now a Deception Pass 
Tours office and ice cream store!  

 
Academic Adventures 

Birding by Kayak 
Wednesday, October 12, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Discover the birds that spend their winter 

with us here along Puget Sound.  
$180 per person. 
Visit the website at 

www.academicsandadventures.org 
 
 
 
 
 

"Current"   Logo Credits 
Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography and 

Graphic Design provided the design for the title 
logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 
www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Kukutali Preserve 
Caretaker Danny Rambo assisted the Swinomish 

Tribe in removing many yards and tons of waste from the 
beaches of the island this past month. 

Old boat motors, styrofoam blocks, and years of other 
accumulated debris were gathered into piles off the beach, 
and then hauled away for proper disposal. 

Park and tribal staff have been busy trimming road 
shoulders, repairing furnaces, replacing faulty wiring, 
and cleaning out neglected storage areas. 
Several tours have been offered throughout the month of 

September, with an increase in the numbers thanks to an article in the Seattle 
Times about the island. 
 

 

Moneyball: Re-inventing Park Funding 
Follow the money. To give you an idea of how radically the State Park budget 

has changed in just the past four years, follow the numbers in the graphs below. 
The first chart is of the overall operating budget, which takes care of  the 

daily operations of each park. On the left you can see the two-year budget years. 
Next is our tax dollars budgeted for Parks (in millions), then an 'other' column ( 
a one-time provision of NOVA funds), then the fees we are tasked with raising 
through camping fees, showers, boat launches, and now the Discover Pass. 
Notice how the General Fund goes down drastically, while the expectation of 
park fees goes up. But also notice that the amount of fees raised did not keep 
pace with what was expected last biennium, leaving a gap of $10 million. 

What will Parks be able to raise in fees this year and next? What happens if it 
does not approach $116 million?  

 

Operating Budget      

 General Other Park Total  Actual  

Years Fund Funds Fees Budget  Fee Revenue 

2007-09 $98  $0  $37  $135   $40  

2009-11 $46  $19  $72  $137   $62  

2011-13 $17  $0  $116  $133   ??? 
 

The future of the agency is depending on the number in that lower right-
hand corner, filled with question marks right now. In July and August your State 
Parks raised about five million with the Discover Pass, and another two million 
in donations. Camping fees are a few percentage points higher than last year.  

Another budget to watch is the Capital budget for State Parks, shown below. 
The Capital budget pays for infrastructure repairs and other major construction 
projects, maintaining sewer systems, water systems, replacing buildings, roads, 
and other large-scale park features. Note the trend of these numbers, and what 
that means for the long term maintenance and protection of park facilities. 

 

Capital Budget    

    Total 

Years New carry-over Grants Budget 

2007-09 $57  $19  $32  $108  

2009-11 $23  $17  $26  $66  

2011-13 $16  $5  $14  $35  
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This monthly update is sent to folks who have 

expressed an interest in keeping in touch with what 

is happening or in the planning stages at Deception 

Pass State Park. If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, please reply to this 

message and let me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be removed from the list. 

We have no intention of sending emails that you do 

not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime with me 

or other park staff, please email, call, or visit us. 

This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 

 
And now for the people side of the numbers, what the reductions in funds 

means for park staff. State Parks has lost 123 employees so far, if my math skills 
still work. That is almost 20% of the work force since just three years ago.  

Deception Pass lost our park interpreter two years ago, but has been 
protected from further cuts at the present time due to park revenue generation 
and critical staff workload. 

 

Permanent Staff  

 Operations Capital 

2007-09 605  62 

2009-11 565  42 

2011-13 516  28 
 

Our State Park Commission and staff leadership members are watching these 
numbers carefully, and preparing ideas for having options available to consider. 

The management of your Washington State Parks may be transformed as the 
priorities of overall state tax expenditures shift away from supporting parks and 
recreation to mandated services such as education, welfare, and prisons. 

What options do you see? What service levels are appropriate at State Parks? 
What services do you expect from your State Parks? What would you accept as 
minimal services if reductions must be made? Would some park closures be 
acceptable if it kept other parks at full service? 

"Through my experiences and observations, I have come to believe that the 

physical destruction of the earth extends to us, too. If we live in an environment 

that's wounded—where the water is polluted, the air is filled with soot and 

fumes, the food is contaminated with heavy metals and plastic residues, or the 

soil is practically dust—it hurts us, chipping away at our health and creating 

injuries at a physical, psychological, and spiritual level.  

In degrading the environment, therefore, we degrade ourselves. 

 

The reverse is also true. In the process of helping the earth to heal,  

we help ourselves." 

Wangari Maathai (1940-2011) ,a Kenyan activist and 2004 Nobel Peace Prize 
winner. 

Evening sunset from the Cornet Bay Retreat Center 
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Deception Pass Park Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 
resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 
 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 
environmental programs in the park, 
 
Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 
Foundation’s mission, and 
 
Fundraising for park projects 
 
The Deception Pass Park Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  
 
Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  
educational programs and resource protection projects at 
Deception Pass State Park. 
 
We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 
your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 
 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
41020 State Route 20 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 
 
 
 
 
 
For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  
 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
 
Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________ 
 
State _________     Zip _____________________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________ 
 
Membership Level: 

� Student/Seniors: $10 

� Individual $20 

� Family $35 

� Small Business $100 

� Sustaining $100 

� Sponsor $250 

� Patron $500 

� Steward $1000 

� Benefactor $2000 

 

� Other donation: $______________ 
 
Total enclosed: $__________________ 
Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 
Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
� Yes      No � 

   
 
 
 

   

 

 
 

 


