
  

   

 

Welcome to the Current! 

   

Fall is in the air!  We hope you are enjoying your 

pumpkin spiced (insert almost anything here) on 

these cooler days.  We have lots to share with you 

this month including another creature feature, some 

interesting history about the naming of Deception 

Pass, and much more, so read on! 

 



  

 

 

How Deception Pass got its name  

 

Excerpts from Jack Hartt’s book “Exploring Deception Pass”. 

Click the link above or picture below to order yourself or a 

friend a copy! 

 

  

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=21abdc2fa5&e=e30b5dc5e7


                          

 

Vancouver entered the Strait of Juan de Fuca 

in the spring of 1792.  He spent several 

months exploring the area.  We still use the 

names he gave to many of the features of the 

area: Puget Sound, Admiralty Inlet, Mount 

Rainier, and Mount Baker.  His surgeon-

naturalist, Archibald Menzies, marveled at 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=b099f03913&e=e30b5dc5e7


the verdant vegetation he found here. He is 

credited with naming many species, 

including madrone, bigleaf maple, and 

western hemlock… 

 

…He sent a small boat under the command 

of Master Joseph Whidbey to explore further 

north. Whidbey reached the northern end of 

Saratoga Passage and explored eastward 

into Skagit Bay, which is shallow and difficult 

to navigate.  He returned south to rejoin 

Vancouver. It appeared to him that Skagit 

Bay was a dead-end and that what we now 

call Whidbey Island and Fidalgo Islands were 

just a long peninsula attached to the 

mainland. 



 

Then Vancouver sailed up Admiralty Inlet, 

arriving a couple days later off the mouth of 

what he thought was a substantial river. 

…Vancouver again sent Whidbey in a smaller 

boat to explore this area… 

 

…Whidbey had sailed through Deception 

Pass, and realized they had nearly 

circumnavigated what was actually an island, 

and that the flow of a 'river' was actually 

ebbing tidal currents. He returned to the ship 

which was waiting outside the Pass on June 

10, 1792. 

 

Vancouver, feeling that he had been 



 

'deceived' as to the nature of his Port 

Gardner and this other passage, wrote of 

Whidbey's efforts: "This determined to be an 

island, which, in consequence of Mr. 

Whidbey's circumnavigation, I distinguished 

from the name of Whidbey's Island: and this 

northern pass, leading into [Skagit Bay], 

Deception Passage"…  A monument on Pass 

Island now commemorates this visit of over 

200 years ago. 

   

  

 

Read on for the creature feature, ADA trail 

updates and more!  
 

 

http://
http://


Creature Feature: 

OUR PRICKLY FRIEND IN THE PARK 

By Matt Klope 

 

 

Photo from https://www.fws.gov; click to learn more! 

   

How many of you knew that the Porcupine (Erithizon 

dorsatum) is a resident in Deception Pass State 

Park??  Well it is!!  It is the second largest native rodent in 

North America second only to the beaver.  A large adult 

https://www.fws.gov/
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=6bb233cd81&e=e30b5dc5e7


can reach up to 30 pounds.  Covered in quills the 

porcupine is not an animal you or your dog want to mess 

with. 

 

Contrary to campfire stories, the porcupine cannot “throw” 

its quills.  This slow moving mammal does however, 

protect itself by curling up in a ball and thrashing its tail 

about trying to stick any enemy with these quills.  Oh and 

by the way, these quills are back-barbed so once stuck by 

a quill – the quill will continue to work its way into the 

attacking animal causing infection and sometimes even 

death.   

 

In the summer the porcupine eats herbs and shrubs.  In the 

winter and during periods of drought they will feed on the 

tender underbark of young trees, which they sometimes 



girdle and kill. They are excellent climbers, climbing trees 

head first but descending a tree backwards or tail first. 

 

This animal spends most of its time in the canopy of trees 

and is mostly active at night.  So, if you ever want to go 

looking for this slow moving, tree climbing and nighttime 

moving mammal – go out late evening just before dark and 

look up into the trees as if you are looking for owls.   

 

Porcupines rest in the dense foliage of a particular tree or 

in a small cave near their feeding grounds.  There you will 

find the droppings of this animal.  Small, about the size 

of deer droppings but resembling pressed 

sawdust.  Around campgrounds porcupines frequently 

make themselves a nuisance by gnawing leather boots, 

saddles, axe handles and even gunstocks, presumably 



 

because of the salty perspiration.  They are also fond of 

sweet potatoes, apples and other fruits.   

  

So next time you and your family are hiking around the 

park keep a sharp lookout for the slow moving nocturnal 

porcupine...and remember to watch it from a distance. 

 

 

 

The Dunes Trail Improvements 

 



 

   

Gloria Hartley, a Friend of  Deception Pass, talks with 

Deception Pass Park Manager Jason Armstrong about 

work being done on the Dunes Trail, one of the ADA trails 

in the Park. Gloria's generous contribution to the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation (click to learn more about us!) made it 

possible to update and replace the old signs. The work is 

expected to be done by the end of October. 

 

Thank you Gloria! 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=5cf6901f3e&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=5cf6901f3e&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=25eefeebd7&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

 

  

 

 

 

Opportunities to give back 

 

 

   

Why is the foundation here?  Although Deception Pass 

State Park has visitation rates that put it on par with many 

National Parks, Deception Pass is subject to increasingly 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=3856a783c5&e=e30b5dc5e7


uncertain state funding, which seems to come and go like 

the tides. That is where we come in! Through 

fundraising  and volunteering we assist the Park in a 

variety of ways, but need your help to do it! 

 

To continue and improve the programs and resources we 

provide to the park we rely on donations from our Friends, 

and volunteers to assist with programs (see below 

about volunteer opportunities!). We have lots of 

opportunities where you can help us make a difference. 

 

At this time, we are raising money for the following 

projects.  Please click here to go to our donations page on 

our website if you would like to DONATE NOW and learn 

more about these great projects. 

 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=4f97368e96&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=6485e794b7&e=e30b5dc5e7


**Amphitheater Giving Wall (the next phase includes the 

building of a campfire story area) 

 

**Bowman Bay Holiday (just right around the corner!) 

 

**Interpretive Programs (Beach Naturalists, AmeriCorp 

position, etc..) 

 

**General Unrestricted Funds (Everything else) 

 

For more information on giving or to learn more about 

specific Deception Pass Park Foundation programs, visit 

us at deceptionpassfoundation.org. Thank you! 

 

Deception Pass Park Foundation is a nonprofit organization recognized under 

Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Your contribution is tax deductible 



 

to the extent provided by law. 

  

 

Keep reading to find out what is happening in the 

Park and around the area!  
 

 

 

Don't miss State Park Free 

Days! 

   

Washington State Parks has announced the 

following free days, when the Discover Pass will not 

be required to visit a state park in 2018.  

                              

                               

                              Nov. 11 — Veterans Day 

                              Nov. 23 — Autumn day 

  

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not 

overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover 

http://
http://


 

Pass will still be required on these days to access 

lands managed by the Washington State Department 

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events!  
 
 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=d229c70ba7&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=d229c70ba7&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=4d8371ec17&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=4d8371ec17&e=e30b5dc5e7


 
 
 

 SAVE THE DATE!  

 
 

Bowman Bay Holiday 

 

December 15th, 4-8pm 
 
 

Join Deception Pass Park Foundation for 
 

crafts, treats, Santa and more! 

 
   

 



 

Fidalgo Shoreline Academy 

Saturday, October 20th, 2018   

8:45am – 3:15pm 

 

 

Click the picture to learn more! 

 

Join the Friends of Skagit Beaches for their 7th annual 

great day of learning and discovery. Spend a day with top 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=c05c06ab36&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

scientists and local community leaders presenting on a 

wide range of topics. Our Keynote speaker will be Dr. Jude 

Apple, Research Coordinator, Padilla Bay National 

Estuarine Research Reserve – presenting “Eeelgrass, Blue 

Carbon and Climate Change”. Choose 3 from 9 breakout 

sessions such as “Return of the Sea Otter”, “Stories of 

March Point”, “Great Blue Herons” and much more. 

Registration is required and opens online Sept. 14.  Visit 

www.skagitbeaches.org to register online as well as 

Friends of Skagit Beaches Facebook page to learn more. 

Free clock hours (5) available to educators.  Call (360) 299-

0641 for information/questions.   Event location: NW 

Educational Services District Building, 1601 R Ave., 

Anacortes, WA. 

  

 

Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!  
 

 

  

Volunteer opportunities! 

http://www.skagitbeaches.org/
http://


 

Have you ever considered volunteering at 

Deception Pass State Park?  There are a variety of 

ways that you can be involved, here are just a few: 

 

*Adopt a Trail: agree to walk a trail every couple 

weeks, look for issues. Also need volunteers for 

trail maintenance projects 

 

*Beach Naturalist Program: training every spring for 

Rosario tidepool activities, which continue all 

summer. 

 

*Bowmans Bay Holiday: Dec 15th. Help with family 

fun in December- crafts, music, treats, lights! 

 

*Clerical help: The foundation needs general 

administrative assistance. 

 

*Discovery Center at Rosario/CCC center- we need 



multiple docents/interpreters for these centers, 

reopening in the spring. 

 

*Garden/Landscape projects- some areas need a 

fall cleanup. 

 

*Interpretive Walks in the Park: Do you have an area 

of expertise to share? 

 

*Special Events:  Annual First Day hike, 

Amphitheater programs, Interpretive    walks, 

merchandise sales at events. 

 

*Interested in serving on the Board of Directors. 

 

24 hours of volunteering qualifies you for a free 

Discover Pass. 

 

Stay Tuned!  New docent/ interpretive opportunities 

coming soon! 



 

Contact us for more information:  

                Deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com 

 

  

Writers needed! 

 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation is looking for 

volunteers who can help us write newsletter articles 

and stories for the local media. We are in search of 

articles about Deception Pass, the Park, the history 

of the area, Puget Sound/Salish Sea, past or current 

events in the area, educational information - fish 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=063f0f309b&e=e30b5dc5e7


and wildlife, geology, botanical, etc.  They don’t 

necessarily have to be newly written as long as the 

topic can be connected to the Park or Deception 

Pass. 

 

The Foundation sponsors a variety events every 

year. We need someone who can help us write 

press releases and stories for publication in local 

media. Topics would include volunteer recruiting, 

current and future projects that help the Deception 

Pass Park, building our “Friends” list and 

promoting the Foundation and fund raising. 

 

If you are or know of a budding writer looking to 

build their portfolio or a seasoned wordsmith who 

wants to help Deception Pass Park, please send an 

email to deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com or 

call Dan Maul at 425-652-2498 

 

   

mailto:deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com


  

 

  

DPPF WISH LIST 

 

Want to help older household items and 

equipment be re-used and have a new life? 

 

DPPF can help! 

 

Contact us if you have any times you think may be 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=100525cf99&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

useful that you can give as in In-Kind donation.  

  

 

   

 

 

Follow us on Facebook!  
 

 

 

 

Learn more on our website!  
 

 

    

Copyright © 2018 Deception Pass Park Foundation, All rights reserved. 

 

DPPF Mission: 

To encourage general awareness and further public education 

in an effort to promote the responsible use and protection of the 

park and its cultural, recreational, historical and natural 

resources. 

 

Our mailing address is:  

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=d55a4e83dd&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=5c1eda9b43&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=2a392a338d&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=d5d0aee888&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

41020 State Route 20 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

Phone: (360) 675-3767 ext. 226 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  

    

 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/profile?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=087669ea72&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=087669ea72&e=e30b5dc5e7&c=f557c2ee18

