
  

   

Welcome to the Current! 

                    

The sun is out!  Finally we are seeing signs of spring 

and warmer, drier weather coming our way.  We hope 

that you will be coming out to enjoy all that Deception 

Pass State Park has to offer in this wonderful 



 

weather!  This newsletter is packed with great 

information, including an important article from 

Ranger Rick about managing and protecting the 

Rosario tide pools and highlights of some of the 

upcoming events the Park and the Foundation have 

in store for spring and summer.  Our get to know you 

section lets you get to know our new Foundation 

Board President, Matt Klope.  We hope you enjoy this 

month's newsletter, and get out and enjoy the Park!   

 

 



  

Meet DPPF President: Matt Klope 

  

As I write I've just returned from visiting the Dune Trail up 

in the park with my dog Libby, the world's greatest 



chocolate lab. It's one of my favorite places to walk 

because I encounter tidal, sand dune, upland, fresh water, 

and wetland habitats—all on a single trail that is easy to 

walk and accessible to nearly everyone who visits the 

park. I met campers, their pets and kids, fresh moist air 

and a visual array of blues and greens that added color to 

the gray, Whidbey sky. 

 

It's just one of the remarkable experiences Deception Pass 

Park offers its visitors.  

 

I'm quickly refreshed by being outdoors and memories of 

exploring the outdoors with my dad. After spending huge 

amounts of time outdoors during my childhood I graduated 

from college with a degree in Wildlife Biology and enjoyed 

a 36-year career as a civilian biologist for the Department 

of the Navy. During my career with the Navy I was involved 

with many natural, cultural, and historical projects on Navy 

and Marine Corps facilities around the world. In my mind I 

had the best job in the Navy! Today, as a small business 

owner and semi-retiree, I can enjoy the park just as my 

kids and wife Joan have since we moved to Whidbey in 



1989. We have fond family memories of fishing Pass Lake, 

kayaking Cranberry Lake, sharing my skins and skulls with 

eager campers at the Amphitheater during campfire 

programs, and exploring the many trails. Today I bring a 

collection of these experiences as the new president. 

 

             

 

I'm especially appreciative of my experiences serving on 

the Board in various capacities since 2013 and I now have 

a growing list of ideas how our foundation can support the 

most visited park in Washington State. Board members are 

diligently working to bring together a creative and 



experienced team to develop projects and programs that 

will help visitors create life-long memories. 

 

I was asked the other day about my favorite park animal 

and it's the Northern Saw Whet Owl. The smallest of the 

nine species of owls that call Whidbey Island their home, it 

stands only 8” tall and weighs in at a whopping 2.8 

ounces! The best place to encounter this tiny forest 

dweller is in an area my kids always called, “The Dark, 

Spooky Woods!” Evening is the best time to look and 

listen. Its call sounds like low whistled toots—2 seconds 

apart—poo...poo...poo. Don't look high in the trees but 

straight in front of you. This owl has no problem checking 

you out at eye level as close as 10 feet away. Slowly 

approach and the owl will stay just out of your reach. Move 

slowly, talk to it, and he will talk back to you. It's an 

experience you will never forget!  

                             



          

Northern Saw-whet Owl - picture from the Audubon 

Society - click the picture to read more about this cute owl! 

 

Before long our weather will become warmer and drier and 

you will hear the call of the park. Join me and the entire 

Board as we not only enjoy Deception Pass Park's 

incredible beauty, but also work diligently to enhance 

educational opportunities and protect the much-loved 

natural resources that surround us.  

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=06183b5867&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

 

Matt Klope 
 

Read on for more about the history of the Rosario 

Tide Pools and their protection!  
 

 

Issue Management & Ranger Rick’s Kill Jar 

By Ranger Rick 

   

On May 16th, 1995, during a (-3.2) ft low tide, 29 school 

busses, numerous vans and vehicles carried an estimated 

1,200 visitors to Rosario that would change the tide pools 

forever. At the end of the day, the rocky tide pools looked 

like a barren moonscape due to extensive trampling. 

Rangers and volunteers collected approximately 15 

gallons of dead algae and 20 gallons of dead invertebrates. 

This event hurt the Park and everyone that deeply cared 

http://
http://


for it, and it lead to managing an issue that is still deeply 

rooted for generations of visitors to the Rosario tide pools. 

 

I collected the dead animals we found that day of 

destruction and placed them in this kill jar as a powerful 

message of Rosario history: 

 

                        



 

The first aspect in issues management is developing an 

issue statement. Between my passion and drive for 

interpretation and the Parks full-time interpreter, Heather 

Leahy-Mack, we created an issue statement to kick start 

the community back to why we protect this area. “Rosario 

Beach is a special place that has inspired generations of 

visitors and residents alike. The mystery and allure of the 

rocky intertidal areas draws thousands of visitors every 

year. It is also a place that is particularly sensitive to 

human impacts.” This truly galvanized a community into 

action! We then had to contact park stewardships and 

identify stakeholders in these tide pools. These included 

interested teachers, beach watchers from Island and 

Skagit County, and concerned citizens. We wanted to 

spread awareness of this issue statement and with our 



stakeholders help, it became the theme in educating our 

youth that visit every year.  

 

               

 

With the stakeholder stewards and an issue statement, we 

then took to science! We began monitoring the tide pools 

in 1995 for data, including taking a rapid inventory of the 

shoreline, the uplands, and the tidal area- we needed to 

know what survived and needed protection. We then read 

any book we could get our hands on in the subjects of 



invertebrates. We knew what we had, next was learning 

how to care for it. Understanding leads to appreciation, 

which leads to protecting the resource- a central theme of 

interpretation.  

 

The last and final step in issues management is setting 

action, policy, procedure, and agreement- this brings us to 

today. To minimize the impacts left in the tide pools, the 

stakeholders, Heather, and I created a stewardship 

agreement. Together, we thought of some key stewardship 

acts that everyone can be part of when they visit the tide 

pools. From rinsing your hands of oils with water (no soap) 

to staying on the designated trail- this is a special place 

that most people are visiting for the first time and its about 

spreading awareness of how we can protect it. The most 

vital aspect of this agreement joined when we installed a 



tide pool rope path. This changed the game! Just as 

forests have trails to minimize foot traffic on the 

ecosystem, the tide pool habitats need the same. This 

ecosystem is home to so many species, so staying on a 

path is vital to its survival. It was not just 50 years ago that 

I can remember collecting and releasing sand dollars and 

moon snails while walking along Bowman Bay. How many 

can you find today?  

 



                              

 

Today, through the efforts of so many stewards, the tide 

pools are surviving. It is an area that is easily loved to 

death, and it is our job to protect it. Schools are highly 

encouraged to contact the park when they are planning a 

visit to the tide pools. Over the years, so much curriculum 

has been developed by interpretive staff and their 



presence with field trips assure that students explore in 

smaller groups rather than all at once. The passion and 

goals of this staff remains in educating these students on 

the value of this ecosystem. From trees and shrubs, to 

geology and plankton; from crafts and sensory exploration 

to culture and biodiversity- there are so many subjects for 

students to understand the whole that makes up this area. 

Aside from Larrabee’s rock sandstone aquarium’s, Rosario 

rocky shore is the last area with abundant life in tide pools 

that one can drive and visit along I-5 between Seattle and 

Vancouver. Careful management of human resources 

leads to a path of success in protection. Continuing our 

central theme that Rosario tide pools are a special place 

that has inspired generations of visitors and residents 

alike guide to the development of communication. It is only 



 

when we come together that we can protect these 

wonderful resources for years to come. 

 

 

 

Don't miss State Park Free 

Days! 

   

Washington State Parks has announced the 

following free days, when the Discover Pass will not 

be required to visit a state park in 2018.  

            

                              June 2 — National Trails Day 

                              June 9 — National Get Outdoors Day 

                              June 10 — Fishing Day 

                              Aug. 25 — National Park Service 102nd Birthday 

                              Sept. 22 — National Public Lands Day 

                              Nov. 11 — Veterans Day 

                              Nov. 23 — Autumn day 

  

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not 

overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover 



 

Pass will still be required on these days to access 

lands managed by the Washington State Department 

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

Keep reading to find out what is happening in the 

Park!  
 

 

Upcoming events! 

   

 
   

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=88f33f1dce&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=88f33f1dce&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=ad25b9a97a&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=ad25b9a97a&e=e30b5dc5e7
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May 19th- Kids to Parks Day  

Bowman Bay boat launch 

 

 Gracie the Gray Whale Meet & Greet 

9:30-10:30am  

 

Jr Ranger Program:  

Animal superpowers with Ranger Jackie 

11am-noon  

 

 Guided Hike 

Bowman Bay to Rosario with Ranger Nicky  

3-4pm  

 

Low tide exploration at Rosario tide pools with 

volunteer Beach Naturalists  

11am-4pm 

  
 

 



 

Memorial Day weekend 

May 26th and 27th 

All programs meet at amphitheater 
Guided Hike:  

North Beach Trail  

11am-noon each day 

 

Jr Ranger Program: 

2-3pm each day  

 

 

June 2nd - free Park day! 
   

13th annual Salish Sea Day 

12-4pm Bowman Bay 

 Native American Cultural Celebration of the Samish 

Nation and Swinomish Tribal Community. There will 

be singers, drummer, canoe rides, wood carvers, 



weavers and a salmon barbeque lunch for sale. 

 

Amphitheater Grand Opening 

Join us for a short presentation prior to the June 

lecture series speaker to celebrate the official 

opening of the recently finished amphitheater and 

giving wall. 

 

June Lecture Series 7-8pm 

Amphitheater   

 

Research with a Porpoise 

Dr. Cindy Elliser 

Pacific Mammal Research (PacMam) 

 

Come and learn about the marine mammals that call 

the Salish Sea home, and in particular the often over 



looked harbor porpoise. Think it is impossible to 

identify individual harbor porpoises? Guess again! 

Join Dr. Elliser as she speaks about how PacMam is 

using photo-ID to learn more about this little 

understood species, why it is important to 

monitor harbor porpoises and what they have learned 

so far! 

 

Dr. Elliser graduated from Florida Atlantic University 

in Boca Raton, FL and has been conducting marine 

mammal research for over 15 years.  For 10 years she 

worked with Dr. Herzing and the Wild Dolphin Project 

studying Atlantic spotted and bottlenose dolphins in 

the Bahamas. In 2014 Dr. Elliser moved to the Pacific 

Northwest and founded Pacific Mammal Research to 

study marine mammals in the Salish Sea, particularly 

harbor porpoises and harbor seals. She also teaches 

at Skagit Valley College. 

  



 

 
  

 

Read on to learn about how you can help DPPF!  
 

 

 

Giving Wall 

  

We are looking forward to the summer programs this 

year at our new Deception Pass Amphitheater Stage.  

 

We are in the final stages but need YOUR help in 

completing it!  There is still time to donate and have 

your name on the "Giving Wall" on the back of the 

http://


 

stage.  

 

There are various sized plaques to recognize our 

generous supporters. To have your name added to 

this permanent place of honor you can send a 

donation by mail, on our website, or our gofundme 

campaign.    

  
 

 

  

DPPF WISH LIST 

 

Want to help older household items and 

equipment be re-used and have a new life? 

 

DPPF can help! 

 

Contact us if you have any of the following you can 

give as in In-Kind donation (or have any other times 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=db93865e30&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=5568eb9236&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=f3fc77cb10&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

you think may be useful!): 

  

2 Laptop computers 

Microsoft Office suite software 

Flat screen TVs 

 

   

 

 

Follow us on Facebook!  
 

 

 

 

Learn more on our website!  
 

 

    

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=a358a8f4d5&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=181b7448db&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=2d14d8c0c0&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=8e71e77a75&e=e30b5dc5e7
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Our mailing address is:  

41020 State Route 20 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

Phone: (360) 675-3767 ext. 226 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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