
  

   

Welcome to the Current! 

   

Whew....where has July gone?!  The summer is our 

busy time here at the park and there has been a lot 

going on.  We hope that you have had some time to 

enjoy the beautiful weather and all the great events 

happening in Deception Pass State Park.  

 

We have a great newsletter for you this month: meet 

another awesome Americorps interpreter Nicky 

Becher, learn about our new internship positions, see 

how Gracie the Grey Whale looked at the 4th of July 



 

parade in Oak Harbor, meet a long-term fantastic 

volunteer Sammye Kempbell and learn how you can 

help volunteer at the Park.  And as always there is 

lots of information on many exciting up-coming 

events.  

 

Read on and learn more about the amazing things 

you can see and do at Deception Pass State Park!  

 



  

 

 

Meet DPPF AmeriCorps interpreter: 

Nicky Becher  



 

 

     AmeriCorps interpreters Nicky Becher (left) and Jacqueline French 

(right) 

 

1. How are you involved with Deception Pass 

State Park?    



 

I am an AmeriCorps Volunteer serving as an Interpreter at 

Deception Pass State Park. I coordinate school field trips 

in the spring and lead nature walks and junior ranger 

programs in the summer. This position allows me to 

combine my love of the outdoors with my background in 

education to teach kids and adults alike about what 

Deception Pass has to offer. This park is truly the best 

classroom.   

 

 

2. What do you (as a volunteer, Board 

member, Staff member) that helps make the 

Park better for the next visitor? 

 

Baba Dioum once said, “In the end we will conserve only 

what we love, we will love only what we understand, and 

we will understand only what we are taught.” My hope is 

that the students and visitors I interact with will learn 



something new about the park, fall in love with this special 

place, and in turn help conserve it. Through conservation, 

Deception Pass will continue to be a treasure for 

generations to come. 

 

          

 

 

3. What is your favorite plant or animal within 



the Park? 

 

It’s always changing! Being from Minnesota, I have learned 

about so many new plants and animals, it’s hard to decide. 

If I had to pick just one, I would say shaggy mouse 

nudibranchs are my favorite animal in the park. 
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4. Can you share a memory of a Park visit 

that stands out to you? 
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My very first time to Deception Pass is one I will never 

forget. After driving over the bridge, I parked my car and 

headed down the trail towards Little North Beach. The sun 

was setting, the sky was beautiful, there were seals playing 

in the water below, and I was smiling from ear to ear. The 

day was February 14th. Cupid shot his arrow just right, and 

I fell in love with this park on Valentine’s Day.  

   

 

 

5. What do you think makes Deception Pass 

the most visited State Park in Washington?  

 

So many things… The beauty, the tide pools, the beaches, 

the animals, the trails, the history, the memories, the 

bridge. I could go on and on. What I love about this park is 

that there is something for everyone to enjoy.  



 

 

        

 

 

Read on for more about our awesome interns and 

volunteers!  
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New Partnerships 

By Jason Armstrong 

   

                Washington State Parks has been long affiliated 

with the Parks Law Enforcement Program at Skagit Valley 

College.  However, with the assistance from the two 

AmeriCorps members (Jacqueline French & Nicky Becher) 

at Deception Pass State Park, we have sought and attained 

a new partnership at Skagit Valley College.  The 

Environmental Conservation Program is a natural fit with 

the programs and resources we currently provide in the 

park.  The most notable resource being the Rosario 

Tidepools, which we share with Walla Walla Christian 

University.  As many are aware, this is an extremely fragile 

environment and many of the animals are susceptible to 



diseases and damage. 

 

    Ms. French and Ms. Becher worked closely with the 

Environmental Conservation Program Coordinator 

(Shawna Blue) at the Skagit Valley College, creating an 

internship flyer and advertisement, seeking two to four 

interns for the park.  Based on this advertisement, the park 

was able to acquire two very skilled and capable interns 

that have a background in biology and marine life.  These 

two interns will serve approximately 160 hours each at 

Deception Pass State Park, monitoring the Rosario 

Tidepools and educating the public on the complex marine 

environment.  The two interns are Jonathan Hallenbeck 

and Cassie Conner. 

 



       

 

    Jonathan was raised in and graduated from Anacortes, 

WA. He was a paramedic for 14 years, and a former U.S. 

Marine. Jonathan determined that after serving in the 

military, the medical field was not what he wanted to do, or 

what he wanted to go back to. Jonathan decided to move 

back to Washington after he found the Applied 



Ecology/Environmental Conservation program at Skagit 

Valley College. He recently graduated in June with his 

Associates in Applied Science in Environmental 

Conservation with an emphasis on Aquatic Terrestrial. He 

has been accepted into the bachelor’s program for his 

desired degree and will be starting this fall. Jonathan is 

working on a yearlong study that correlates with tide pool 

data and composition, which goes hand in hand with the 

internship. Jonathan stated, “I am very grateful for the 

opportunities and the wonderful support that the park and 

the staff here have given to us interns. I look forward to 

and will continue contributing to the park and making a 

positive influence with our visitors this summer.” 

 

    Cassie is a 35-year-old mother of four.  She and her 

family moved to Washington five years ago from Oxford, 



Mississippi. Cassie and her husband were both raised in 

Mississippi and decided to move to Washington after 

visiting a few times.  Cassie stated, “We absolutely fell in 

love with the beauty of the Pacific Northwest and wanted 

to raise our family here.”  After Cassie was a stay at home 

mother for 13 years, she decided to enroll in school at the 

Skagit Valley College after her youngest child started 

kindergarten.  Cassie is working on her Associates Degree 

in Environmental Conservation with plans to enter the 

bachelor’s degree program next year.  Cassie stated, ‘The 

internship at the park has already taught me so much 

information that I didn’t know and has allowed me to 

impart a small bit of my knowledge to others as well.  I look 

forward to the summer and to opening minds and 

educating people about the beautiful place that we all call 

home.” 



 

 

    Deception Pass State Park is very grateful for the 

commitment and dedication that Jonathan and Cassie 

have demonstrated during their time at the park.  They 

have committed much of their free time monitoring the 

Rosario Tidepools and providing an opportunity for 

visitors to visit the Discovery Center.  As the Park 

Manager, I am grateful for the continued partnership with 

Skagit Valley College and the value that internships offer 

the park. 

 

 

Highlighting a dedicated 

volunteer: 

Sammye Kempbell 



 

Picture from www.soundwaterstewards.org 

   

                Sammye Kempbell has been a fantastic, dedicated 

volunteer for many years at Deception Pass State 

Park.  One of her many accomplishments is helping to 

start the Beach Naturalist program at Rosario Beach to 

help protect and restore the delicate tide pool ecosystem 

and educate those that come to enjoy it.  She has spent 

countless hours every summer since then teaching all who 

come to the tide pools about all the interesting things they 

can see, and most importantly how to protect 

http://www.soundwaterstewards.org/


them.  Sammye is also a dedicated volunteer with Beach 

Watchers and Sound Water Stewards since 2003. She was 

recently recognized for her dedication with the WA State 

Park Outdoor Education Volunteer of the Year award for 

2017.  Kelly Zupich of the Sound Water Stewards wrote a 

wonderful article about Sammye and this accomplishment, 

excerpted below.  Check out the full article here. 

 

           "The Washington State Parks felt Sammye’s work 

has been of the utmost importance and she was nominated 

for the WA State Park Outdoor Education Volunteer of the 

year for 2017.  Sammye won! This is what Deception Pass 

State Park Interpreter, Jaqueline French, said at Sammye’s 

award ceremony. “We are in a time desperate for 

advocates to share their passion to protect this one 

wonderful Earth. 15 years ago, Sammye Kempbell was that 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=dc516525ed&e=e30b5dc5e7


advocate galvanized by the unsustainable treatments of 

these tide pools.”  She turned to Sammye, “You are a 

beacon of stewardship and passion. Your nurturing 

appreciation of the tide pools is contagious. Your never 

ending excitement to equally teach and be taught fiercely 

defines interpretation. You’re an advocate for this park, 

this community and for this program. We look to you for 

inspiration, I look to you for wisdom, and future 

generations look to you with appreciation. On behalf of 

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, 

congratulations on being Volunteer of the Year!”" 

 

Thank you Sammye for all you do for the Park!! 
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Celebrating the 4th of July with Gracie! 

 

   

                We were proud to show off Gracie the Grey Whale 

at the Oak Harbor 4th of July parade this year!  Members of 

the Deception Pass Park Foundation, volunteers and 

employees of Deception Pass State Park enjoyed walking 

along the float, handing out goodies and talking about the 

Park and the Foundation.  It was a great event, and a 



 

beautiful day for a parade! 

 

       

 

 

 

Don't miss State Park Free 

Days! 

   



 

Washington State Parks has announced the 

following free days, when the Discover Pass will not 

be required to visit a state park in 2018.  

                               

                              Aug. 25 — National Park Service 102nd Birthday 

                              Sept. 22 — National Public Lands Day 

                              Nov. 11 — Veterans Day 

                              Nov. 23 — Autumn day 

  

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not 

overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover 

Pass will still be required on these days to access 

lands managed by the Washington State Department 

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife. 
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Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!  
 

 

 

Volunteering opportunities! 

  

Have you ever considered volunteering at Deception 

Pass State Park ?  There are a variety of ways that 

you can be involved, here are just a few: 

 

*Adopt a Trail: agree to walk a trail every couple 

weeks, look for issues 

 

*Beach Naturalist Program: training every spring for 

Rosario tidepool activities, which continue all 

summer. 

 

*Bowmans Bay Holiday: help with family fun in 

December- crafts, music, lights! 

 

*Discovery Center at Rosario: we need 

http://


docents/interpreters for this center. Also, a new 

Interpretive Center opening this spring at Bowmans! 

This historical center will need a dedicated staff to 

cover its hours! 

 

*Special Events:  annual First Day hike, Amphitheater 

programs, Interpretive    walks, merchandise sales at 

events. 

 

Stay Tuned!  New docent/ interpretive opportunities 

coming soon! 

 

Contact us for more information: 

DeceptionPassFoundation@gmail.com 

  

mailto:DeceptionPassFoundation@gmail.com


 

        
 

Learn about upcoming local events, read on!  
 

Upcoming events! 
   

 
   

Weekend Programs 

June 9th-August 12th 

http://


  

Saturdays: 

11-12pm guided hikes - Amphitheater 

   2pm Junior Ranger - Amphitheater 

12-4pm Discovery Center - Rosario 

 

Sunday: 

12-4pm Discovery Center - Rosario 

 

Please contact 

DeceptionPass.Interpreter@parks.wa.gov or 360-

675-3767 with any questions on the guided hikes 

and junior ranger programs. 

 

The Discovery Center is sponsored by Deception 

Pass Park Foundation. Please contact 

crysco50@gmail.com with any questions.  

 

mailto:DeceptionPass.Interpreter@parks.wa.gov
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Also, check out the events calendar for an 

overview of what is happening in the Park!  

  

NOTE: all programs are weather permitting. 

Locations changes might not be known until the 

day of, so check the DPPF website and/or 

Facebook page for any updates. 

   

  

 
 

July Arts in the Parks 

 

 

The series of four outdoor concerts all begin at 7 

p.m. each Saturday evening — from July 7 

through July 28, at the West Beach Amphitheater 

in Deception Pass State Park, 41020 State Route 

20 in Oak Harbor.  

 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=3257fbb941&e=e30b5dc5e7


The concerts feature folk and traditional music 

representing a variety of communities from 

around the Pacific Northwest. Admission is free 

to the performances. The Discover Pass is 

required for vehicle access to the park. 

  

All performances are in the West Beach 

amphitheater on the Whidbey Island side of the 

park. In the event of rain, performances will 

move to the East Cranberry Lake picnic shelter, 

also on the Whidbey Island side of the park. 

 

July 14th- Bays Family Irish Band 

Irish jigs, reels, and airs with fiddle, concertina, 

and flute.  

 

July 21st – Unexpected Brass Band 

Funky New Orleans-style brass ensemble. 



 

 

July 28th – Sedentary Sousa Band 

 World’s only seated marching band, with 

majorette! 

 

The American Roots Music Series is a part of a 

broader series of events celebrating 

Washington’s diverse cultures presented by the 

Folk and Traditional Arts Program, with funding 

provided by a grant from the National 

Endowment for the Arts as well as support from 

the Washington State Parks Foundation. The 

Deception Pass Park Foundation is providing 

additional funding to make this concert series 

possible. 

   

 
 



July and August 

Special hikes and more 

 

7/18 - 11am at Rosario 

Explorer's hike with Matt Klope 

 

7/21 - 8:30pm at West Beach 

Night hike with Dave Myers 

 

7/25 - 12pm at Bowman Bay 

Guided walk - salmon seining 

 

 8/1- 11am at Rosario 

Explorer's hike with Matt Klope 

 

8/4 - 7pm Amphitheater 

Evening program TBA 



 

 

8/11 - 7pm Amphitheater 

Evening program TBA 

 
    

 

 

Follow us on Facebook!  
 

 

 

 

Learn more on our website!  
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