
Beach Etiquette Guidelines
Enjoy the full beauty of each plant or animal by viewing it where you find it.
Many of the animals have very specific requirements in order to survive. If you would 
like to hold animals that are not permanently attached, such as crabs, snails, and 
sand dollars, get your hands wet first. Return each animal to the exact spot where 
you found it. Each plant and animal has a very limited area for survival. If you don’t 
place them back where you found them, they probably won’t survive for numerous 
reasons: wrong habitat, no food, the wrong food, predators, and competition.

Walk slowly and quietly for the best viewing.
Always be aware where you are walking. Never run! Many animals living just beneath 
the surface of the sand and silt are easily crushed. The animals that live on the rocks 
have adaptations to resist the forces of nature but can still be crushed by misdirected 
footsteps. Try to walk around the rocks or pick bare spots to step on. Accidents are 
most likely to happen, to both you and the animals, when you run. You will also miss 
seeing many of the smaller, more colorful members of the tidal community who 
scurry into hiding once they see or feel you coming. 

Please dispose of litter in its proper place.
Litter can be dangerous for some animals and result in their death when they mistake 
it for food or shelter. If you eat or drink something while visiting the beach be mindful 
of what you do with the litter. You wouldn’t want someone leaving garbage in your 
house, so don’t leave it at the tidal home of the plants and animals. Please dispose of 
litter in its proper place.

If you turn a rock or log over, carefully replace it in its proper position.
All of us enjoy exploring under rocks and logs but we must take special precautions 
when moving these objects. If we move the rock or log carelessly, besides possibly 
hurting ourselves, we will crush the animals living under and on it. The animals that 
live on top and beneath each rock and log are there because their survival requires it. 
Many of the plants and animals living on the rocks and logs are attached in one place 
for life. Those that move cannot move quickly enough to avoid being eaten or swept 
away to a most certain death.

If you dig a hole on the beach, you must refill it.
The animals that you piled your sand, cobble, and silt on cannot breathe through the 
mound you created and will die. The animals left in the bottom of the hole you dug, 
will be swept away by the incoming tide, die from exposure to the elements waiting 
for the tide to return or be preyed upon by other animals. These holes also create 
hazards for other beach visitors who can trip and injure themselves.

Take nothing from the beach except litter.
What happens if you take a live sand dollar, sea star or small crab home? It dies and 
then goes into the garbage can where no one else will ever have a chance to enjoy 
the animal. If we leave each animal, plant, shell or rock on the beach where we 
found it, others will have the opportunity to marvel at it when they visit.
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