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Learning by Seeing 

 

“What on earth is that?!” “Is that a dinosaur skeleton?” “Oh 

my God!” These were some of the verbal reactions from 

our visitors to the sight of a nearly 8 foot long grey whale 

skull being towed through the campground, a spectacle 

that mostly drew big-eyed stares and slacked jaws. 

 

With assistance from our maintenance staff and seed 

money from the Deception Pass Park Foundation, we were 

recently able to get this visually arresting piece of natural 

history out of storage and into the park for visitors to see 

and appreciate. So far, the skull has been the focal point of 

two well-attended campfire programs about local whales 

and several popular impromptu interpretive talks in high-

visitation areas like West Beach. Hopefully, this will just 

be the beginning. 

 

We’re working on raising money to get the skull 

professionally preserved and more-securely mounted. We 

also need to make improvements to the trailer that it is 

resting on to make it more visually appealing and safe for 

highway driving. Once this is accomplished, we see this 

skull becoming an icon of Deception Pass Interpretive 

Services and an ambassador for the park. 

  

Over the past couple of years, the number of schools that 

are able to make visits to the park has plummeted.  

Strained budgets have made it difficult for science teachers 

to purchase basic supplies and made field trips nearly 

impossible to afford.  We’d like to see our gray whale skull 

become a mobile extension of the park—a way to bring 

Deception Pass to the schools that can no longer afford to 

send their students in person. Your donations to the 

Deception Pass Park Foundation will help make this vision 

a reality.              

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Talking about baleen (top) and visualizing the size of a living gray 
whale (bottom).  
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Ongoing and Future Projects 
 

 Our summer interpretive programming is in full 

swing. We’ve been offering presentations and Junior 

Ranger programs every Friday and Saturday. We’ll 

continue to offer these programs and other special events 

all the way through Memorial Day Weekend. Visit 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/calendar to stay up to 

date. 

 

 Star Party: The Squak Mountain Telescope Gang will 

be in the park September 7
th
 and 8

th
 to offer visitors an 

expert’s view of the night sky. Each night, there will be a 

“What’s Up?” discussion of astronomy, telescopes and 

what to look for in the amphitheater at 7 p.m. followed by 

a public telescope viewing session starting around 9 in the 

Bowman Bay Field.        

 

 We’re working with the NAS Whidbey Island Public 

Affairs Office to develop some interpretive signs that will 

help explain all the different Navy planes that can be seen 

flying over the park.  The signs will be installed in the 

West Beach area. 

  

 We’re working on gathering an inventory of skulls, 

skins, shells and the like from marine animals for the 

Rosario Field Classroom to be used with next year’s crop of 

school groups. The Orca Network recently donated a piece 

of baleen from a gray whale!  

 

 Our Arts in the Park American Roots concerts have 

been a great success. The first four concerts drew a 

combined 1,165 visitors.  We hope to have these great 

cultural events back next year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preserving Our Heritage 

 
Deception Pass State Park will forever bear the mark of 

the young men who worked to develop it as members 

of the Civilian Conservation Corps. Our park has been 

lucky to be the site of the Civilian Conservation Corps 

Interpretive Center, a museum honoring the 

achievements of all Corps members throughout the 

state of Washington. This building and its exhibits are 

beginning to show their age.  Over the next year, we 

will be working to restore and update this monument 

so that it can continue to tell the story of the CCC for 

years to come.  

 

To kick off these efforts, we’ve recently completed a 

series of new interpretive panels to show the work of 

the CCC at Deception Pass that will be placed in the 

diorama area in the front of the center.  Look for them 

in the coming weeks. We’re also working to hand-carve 

a new entrance sign for the center to replace the 

previous one which has fallen victim to rot. 

 

Do you have an idea for ways we can restore and 

improve the CCC Interpretive Center? Please share 

them with us. Email your suggestions to 

sam.wotipka@parks.wa.gov  
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On Summer 
 

“The season of reproduction, feeding, growing and trying 
to avoid being eaten.” 

 

 -- Bernd Heinrich in Summer World  

 

Hidden Treasures 
 

You probably already knew that Deception Pass features 

old growth forests, beaches, rocky bald meadows and tide 

pools.  But did you know that it also includes an orchard 

among its many environs. Check out the Ginnett Hill area 

to see for yourself (accessible via the Pass Lake trail head).  

 

 
 

Tying Up Loose Ends 
 

 Congratulations to C. N. Burton for providing the first 

correct answer to July’s “Whose Feet?” contest.  The answer 

was a great horned owl.  

 

 A correction: the photo of July’s “Plant of the Month,” 

the Western Columbine, was not taken in Deception Pass, 

but rather North Cascades National Park. My apologies 

for the error.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

From the Archives 
 

With the western side of Cranberry Lake being closed due 

to goose contamination, it’s a perfect time to reconnect 

with the less-popular but equally enjoyable eastern edge of 

the lake. East Cranberry Lake is one of our park’s major 

Civilian Conservation Corps heritage sites with several 

CCC-built cooking and picnic shelters that are still 

standing.  Here’s how it looked back in the day:  

 

 
 

  


