Welcome to the Current!

We hope you have stayed warm (and continue to
through the next week) during our little winter snow
storm! Sit down, grab a hot beverage and read about
your favorite park, and start thinking about your

plans for the soon to come spring and summer!




Survey, What Survey?

You may have already received a request to complete a survey

on behalf of the Deception Pass Park Foundation.

If you've completed it, thank you!

If not, it will take less than two minutes, so please complete it:




you can click here.

Why do we ask?

It's important to us that we most fully understand what our

readers appreciate about -- and want from the
newsletter. The survey offers free-form answer

space, so that you can share your ideas with us.

Survey results will help us focus our newsletter articles in ways

to best address you, our friends.

According to the Seattle PI, Deception Pass Park is the most-

visited of Washington State's parks, with a 2015

estimated visitor-ship of about 2.6 million visitors.



https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=4c4ac36e7c&e=e30b5dc5e7

Our park was minted in 1922, and we're coming

up on our 100-year anniversary.

Your response will help us continue to make Deception

Pass State Park Washington State's favorite park.

Thank you!

Read on formore about the history in the Park!

Prison Mining Camp: Hard as a Rock

Letting the natural beauty of Deception Pass Park soak
into your soul is easy ... but did you know the park is full of

interesting history as well?



http://

Located on Fidalgo Island, near Canoe Pass, thereis a

mysterious cave with metal grates covering the

entrance. It sits about 200 feet above the steep shoreline.

In 1910 the state of Washington brought in about 40
prisoners, some convicted murderers, from the Walla
Walla State Penitentiary to work this rock quarry. History
notes they generated 600 tons of crushed rock per day for
road building material. Some of the mined rock also made
its way onto barges and brought to Seattle to help with re-
building of the waterfront. Evidence of the rock crusher
and tie-ups for the barges are still found along the
shoreline. The Anacortes American reports it was a great
location due to the rock supply, shipping ease and the

difficulty of prisoners to escape.




Rumor has it these fellas were also mining for gold and
magnesium. Sadly neither of these precious elements
were found and the mine was closed in 1914. In the mid-
1920’s the rock crusher was dismantled and the wood

used to build some of the park buildings.

Click on the picture to learn more about the Townsend Bat at the National

Park Service website (photo from there)

With a specially designed ‘bat gate’ the cave was closed



https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=051f36bd2a&e=e30b5dc5e7

off years ago to deter folks from trying to hike to the
precariously location. The five and three-quarter-inch bars
on the gate allow the Townsend Bat to come and go freely.
The Townsend Bat is also known as the Pacific Big-Eared

Bat and uses the cave for winter hibernation.

Read on for more about what has and will be
happening in the park!

Bowman Bay Holiday and First Day Hike,

Two OBest Ever 6 e\
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Neither of these events would have happened without
generous contributions from local businesses and our
wonderful volunteers. Contributors to Bowman Bay

Holiday included:

Deception Pass Tours
Bobs Chowder and BBQ Salmon House
Starbucks-Anacortes

Starbucks- Burlington




Safeway Anacortes

Fred Meyer Burlington
Anacortes High School choir
Rick and Rita Aydelotte

Bowman Gang

Barry Wenaas and her dog Maggie all dressed up for the event!

Event Coordinator Linda Lipke, who also did the media and




PR work, oversaw the planning and in addition to the 30+
energetic volunteers, extra acknowledgement goes out to
Pat Johnson, Barb Shaw, Estelle Johnson, Jackie French

and Dan Maul for their involvement from beginning to the

end. Barry Wenaas and her dog Maggie were great addition

to Bowman Bay. And a special recognition is due Jason
Armstrong, the Area Manager and the Park Rangers for
their assistance with site preparation, setup, cleanup,

lighting and parking!!




A great crowd listens to Tracy Powell and Rosie Cayou-James of the Samish

Indian Nation

Lauren Hagen, our Event Coordinator for 1st Day hike,
stepped in, took charge and had the biggest turnout ever!
Starbucks in Oak Harbor contributed coffee and goodies
and Tracy Powell & Rosie Cayou-James of the Samish
Indian Nation provided a fascinating program about the
Maiden of Deception Pass. Both Dave Myers and Matt
Klope’s interpretive skills added to the event and made the

1st Day Hike much more fun.

Thank you to everyone who helped make these events so

successful and our great friends who attended these

events!




Deception Pass State Park Open House and

Deception Pass Park Foundation Annual

Meeting!

Saturday March 16, 2019
Open house: 1pm - 4pm

Annual meeting: 5pm - 8pm

The Deception Pass State Park open house at the Cornet
Bay Retreat Center and will be an opportunity for
businesses and community members to explore the retreat
center to see if it meets their needs for future stays or

conferences in the park.




The open house, will be an opportunity to meet the two
new AmeriCorps members and kids between 4 years old
and 12 years old will be able to participate in Junior
Ranger programs that start at 1:30 P.M. and again at 2:30
P.M. There will be an opportunity for community members
to learn more about the upcoming Deception Pass Bridge
painting project. The following booths will be staged at the
Cornet Bay Retreat center: Deception Pass Park
Foundation, The Audubon Society, Plastics Education
Station, Forage Fish Information Display, Pacific Mammal

Research, and WSDOT. There will be an opportunity for a

guided nature hike starting at 3:00 P.M. for the Goose Rock

area. Trail to be determined.




Click the picture to learn more about the Cornet Bay Retreat Center and what

it has to offer!

Following the open house the Deception Pass Park
Foundation will hold their annual meeting at the Cornet

Bay Retreat Center from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. Guest

speakers include Deception Pass State Park Manager

Jason Armstrong, Deception Pass Park Foundation
President Matt Klope, and Interpretive Specialist Joy

Kacoroski. This meeting will highlight the successes for



https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=bf195d1c24&e=e30b5dc5e7

2018, plans for the park moving forward, followed by an

opportunity to ask questions

Keep reading to find out what is happening in the
Park and upcoming exciting opportunities!

Deception Pass State Park needs interns and

park aides!

Unpaid internships

Deception Pass State Park is offering multiple unpaid
internships. Ideally these internships would start in the
late spring or early summer of 2019. However, if in need of
a winter internship please call or contact Jason Armstrong.
The current internships will focus on the Beach Naturalist

programs, the Marine Discovery Center, or Water Quality
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testing in Cranberry and Pass Lake.

DECEPTION PASS

STATE PARK

ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION INTERN

Receive hands-on experience through Washington State Parks and
Deception Pass Park Foundation in the delivery of educational
opportunities through marine stewardship. Those who have a deep
care for nature and education- and sharing it with others- will find

endless opportunities here.

Park Aide Jobs

MULTIPLE INTERN
POSITIONS AT
DECEPTION PASS
STATE PARK!

EDUCATE CHILDREN
& VISITORS

INTERACT WITH THE
MARINE
ENVIRONMENT

ASSIST IN
EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

PROVIDE
MEMORABLE
EXPERIENCES

DECEPTION PASS
STATE PARK
41020 SR 20 Oak Harbor,
WA 98277
360-675-3767

Contact Park Manager
Jason Armstrong

Park Aide hiring will start middle of February.

If interested




in a Parke Aide job please contact Deception Pass State
Park at (360)675-3767 or go to careers.wa.gov. Deception
Pass State Park will be hiring 12 full time seasonal Park
Aide’s to perform a wide variety of custodial, maintenance,
and customer service related functions. Anybody above

the age of 17 is encouraged to apply.

Become a Beach Naturalist!

Join a dedicated group of volunteers to protect the Rosario

tide pools and educate others!

Click on the picture to learn more on the foundation

website.




BECOME A VOLUNTEER
BEACH NATURALIST!!

Free, required training dates: Rosario Beach Naturalist Program
* March zoth, 6-8pm -

Ak tha Deception Pass State Park | 2019

» April ard, 6-8pm T
* April soth, 6-8pm

Classes held on Wednesdays at West Beach

Shelter.

* April 20th, 10am-2pm

Mentor Day! Field experience at the

Rosario Tide Pools!

* April 27th, 10am-2pm

Graduation Day! Enjoy a trip aboard

Deception Pass Tours!

Want to bring your class to Deception Pass



https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=beca44ad40&e=e30b5dc5e7

State Park?

If interested in visiting Deception Pass State Park for a
class field trip please call or contact Joy Kacoroski, Lauren

Hagen, or Alise Rector at (360) 675-3767

Friends of Skagit Beaches 14th Annual




Winter Lecture Series

Don't miss this great local winter lecture series, Orcas are

up next! Click the picture to find out more!

FRIENDS OF
Skagit Beaches

LEARN: o= CONNEGCT: = ACT

14th Annual Winter Lecture Series

Join us each month (January - April) for an evening of discovery. Lectures highlight the
fascinating life in and around the shoreline and marine ecosystem. Free and opento all
ages. Donations welcome and appreciated.

January 18, 2019

Forage Fish in the Southern
Salish Sea: Critical species in
the Salish Sea food web
Presenter: Todd Sandell, PhD,

senior forage fish biologist, WA
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Friends of Skagit Beaches is a 501(c)3

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Location: NW Educational Services District, 1601 R Ave., Anacortes, WA

February 15, 2019

Southern Resident Orcas: The
natural history and current
conditions facing the species
Presenter: Howard Garrett,
director and president of the
board of Orca Network

March 15, 2019

Puget Sound Mussel
Monitoring: Using filter
feeding mussels for research
ol 3

April 12, 2019

Plankton of the Land:
Mosses, lichens, and fungi in
Pacific Northwest forests

Presenter: Jennifer Lanksbury,
wildlife biologist, WA Dept. of
Fish and Wildlife

+ Kem Luther, PhD;
naturalist and author, Vancou-
ver Island, BC
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Don't miss State Park Free

DEVAY

Washington State Parks has announced the
following free days, when the Discover Pass will not

be required to visit a state park in 2019.

March1l9 —St at e Park’s 105t h

April 20 — Spring day

April 22 — Earth Day

June 1 — National Trails Day

June 8 — National Get Outdoors Day (State
Parks and Fish & Wildlife free day)

June 9 — Fishing Day (State Parks and Fish

Wildlife free day)

Aug. 25 — National Park Service 102nd Birthday

Sept. 28— National Public Lands Day

Nov. 11 — Veterans Day

Nov. 29— Autumn day




Please note, free days apply only to day use _ (not

overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover
Pass will still be required on these days to access

lands managed by the Washington State Department

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

Keepreading about how you can help DPPF!

Volunteer opportunities!
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Have you ever considered volunteering at
Deception Pass State Park? There are a variety of

ways that you can be involved, here are just a few:

*Campground cleanup - Feb 22nd 8:30am - meet at
the Admin office for a briefing. Work with park staff
to clear this winters downed limbs and debris from
all the campgrounds and day-use areas. Many
volunteers are needed to drag small and large limbs
to roads to be loaded into a chipper. This is a big
all-day project, volunteers are greatly appreciated!
Contact the park office (360-675-3767) and talk to

Jeri or Jason.

*Adopt a Trail: agree to walk a trail every couple

weeks, look for issues. Also need volunteers for

trail maintenance projects.

*Beach Naturalist Program: training every spring for




Rosario tide pool activities, which continue all
summer. This is a great place to start, gives you
some basic education to prepare you to volunteer
either at the beach or at one of the interpretive
centers. Training starts in March, see

announcement..

*Clerical help: The foundation needs project help

for donation records and contact information.

*Discovery Center at Rosario/CCC center- we need
multiple docents/interpreters for these centers,
reopening in the spring. Plans for a new

Interpretive center at West Beach in the works!

*Garden/Landscape projects: some areas need a

winter/storm cleanup, multiple work parties.

*Interpretive walks in the Park: Do you have an area

of expertise to share?




*Special Events: annual First Day hike,
amphitheater programs, interpretive walks,
merchandise sales at summer events, hosts for
open house for 'State of the Park' event on March
16.

24 hours volunteering qualifies you for a free

Discover Pass.

Stay tuned! New docent/interpretive opportunities

coming soon.

*We also have openings for board members, and

the treasurer position.

Hopefully, there is something here that will work for

you. It is a great group of folks that really care

about this park. There are some state-required

forms to fill out, and we will sign you up!




Contact us for more information (and please put

volunteer in the subject line):

Deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com

DPPF WISH LIST

Want to help older household items and

equipment be re-used and have a new life?
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DPPF can help!

Currently we need household items for our
Americorps housing (e.g. small appliances,
furniture, etc., please contact us for more

information!)

Contact us if you have any times you think may be

useful that you can give as in In-Kind donation.



https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=b36dc0e665&e=e30b5dc5e7

@ Follow us on Facebook! @ Learn more on our website!
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