
 1 

Matt Strasbourg, Eagle Scout candidate, and 

Interpretive Specialist Adam Lorio pause in their 

work of organizing and building a protective 

split-cedar railing at Rosario. 
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Hope Island Scotch 
Broom Party! 

Yes, it’s a little later in the year, 

but that’s okay. It hasn’t gone to 

seed yet. 

 Jump on the park boat for a ride 

out to Hope Island, where we will 

continue to decimate and eliminate 

the scotch broom that grows there. 

For three years now, large and 

small groups have joined forces for 

a one-day assault on scotch broom. 

Park staff ferry volunteers out to the 

island, and together we remove the 

weed from this beautiful island and 

“natural area preserve”. We have 

made great progress! Let’s do even 

more. 

This year’s party is on Saturday, 
June 19. Please meet at the Cornet 

Bay wharf (the first dock you come 

to in the park at Cornet Bay, where 

the Marine Crew resides across the 

road). Bring gloves, clothing 

appropriate for the weather, lunch 

and liquids, and tools to tackle the 

weed.  

We will start at 9 a.m. to ferry 

out to the island. Return whenever 

you wish, or whenever the scotch 

broom is gone, whichever comes 

first!  

I dream that someday it will be 

gone. We’re making progress. 

Together, we can make that dream a 

reality. 

 
 
 

 

New Fence at Rosario  
Over the years and decades, visitors to Rosario have created several short cut trails 

down to the beach from the tombolo. Through the erosion of many feet treading on the 

sand, these trails have cut 

into the tombolo to create 

three-foot deep gouges for 

trails. We wanted to protect 

the future of the tombolo and 

the valuable cultural 

resources found throughout 

the area. 

Region Stewardship 

Manager Steven Starlund and 

our park Interpretive 

Naturalist, Adam Lorio, 

developed a plan to protect 

the tombolo by erecting a 

temporary fence at the site 

that did not have to disturb 

the soil at all. A split cedar 

rail fence would do the job. 

But who had the time and 

skills to split that many rails, 

and oversee the installation? 

Enter Matt Strasbourg , Eagle Scout candidate for Boy Scout Troop #570 of 

Kirkland, Washington. Matt provided the planning, on site supervision and leadership 

for the project. His team of Scouts provided the time and energy. 

For expertise, Pacific Northwest Trail Association members Gene Joy and 

octogenarian Larry Lazzari donated a full day each to work with the boys and young 

men. On a Saturday in May,  under the leadership of Larry and Gene, Matt and nine 

members of his troop split over 80 rails for the project. 
Matt then led his classmates from Environment and Adventure School (Lake 

Washington School District) in building the fence the following week. 
He led teams of 12-14 students in two hour shifts.  The fence building was started on 

Monday at 11:30am and was complete by Thursday morning at 11am.  All of the work 

was done using hand tools and traditional cedar splitting tools provided by Larry and 

the PNTA. 

The fence looks great, protects the tombolo, and leaves the original soil intact and 

undisturbed. Great job! 
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PNT Leader Duane Melcher, on left, 

organizes one of the PNT work groups  prior 

to taking on the Angler’s Haven trail for 

National Trails Day last Saturday 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Tours from Bowman Bay, 

weekends and limited weekdays 

right now, and every day starting 

mid-June. 

Reserve online at 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com  

 

Deception Pass Tours 
Join a naturalist on the 

Deception Pass Tour boat for a one-

hour exploration of the waters under 

the bridge and around Deception 

Pass. This year’s tours go east 

toward Kiket Island as well as west 

into the Salish Sea. 

For more information, go to 

www.deceptionpasstours.com  

 

Canoe Rentals 
Hourly rentals of canoes and 

paddle boats on Cranberry Lake are 

available at the West Beach 

Concession daily through the 

summer months. 

 
Academics and Adventures 

Educational inquiry-based 

coastal ecology and marine biology 

field school that uses the park as its 

laboratory! Visit them at 

www.academicsandaventures.org  

 
 
Quick Updates 

 

Kiket Island 

News about Kiket Island will be 

hopefully forthcoming in the middle 

to latter part of June. This will be 

special. An announcement will be 

sent to all Current subscribers. 

 

Rosario:. This fall, the CCC 

restroom will be transformed into a 

field classroom, and the parking 

area will be improved in anticipation 

of the new interpretive center yet to 

be funded. 

 

Cornet Bay: the sewer 

connection between the marine 

pump out station on the dock and 

the pump on land is getting closer. 

Plans for a new restroom, 

improved shoreline, dock access, 

and other features are nearly ready. 

PNT Opens Up Trails 
If you hike the trails of Deception Pass State Park, please pause a moment to give a 

word of thanks to those who keep the trails open and hikable. (Is that a word?) 

Every National Trails Day, the Pacific Northwest Trail Association organizes a trail 

work party to clear, open up, grub out, fix up, re-tread and vastly improve parts of the 

35miles of trails meandering through Deception Pass. 

This year they focused on 

cutting back the vegetation 

threatening to overtake the trails 

with this spring’s monsoon of 

moisture. 

National Trails Day falls on the 

first weekend of June. So Saturday, 

June 5, over thirty hard-working 

volunteers under the leadership of 

Joan Melcher and Doug Shepherd 

spread out onto the Pass Lake, 

Angler’s Haven, and Hoypus trails 

to cut brush and open up the trails 

that our visitors expect to find and 

enjoy. 

From all of us hikers, “Thanks 

again, PNT”. 

  

 

West Beach Shelter Available! 
It’s done, and ready to enjoy. The West Beach shelter, on the south side of the 

concession building, has been blessed by the building department as fully open for 

business. 

On the beach between Cranberry Lake and the Salish Sea, this shelter has picture 

windows looking in three directions. Inside, the pine ceiling and walls give a warm, 

cozy glow to the room. 

With seating for about 50 people, this new facility offers a new option for our guests 

and neighbors to consider for events, celebrations, and gatherings of all kinds. 

Reservations can be made through the State Park reservation system, by calling 1-

888-226-7688, or 1-888-CAMPOUT. 

 

 

Windstorm Damage of May 3  
Remember the windstorm of May 3, 2010, when winds with gusts of up to 60 miles 

per hour out of the west ripped through the area? 

A week later, we began to notice severe damage throughout the park to any plant, 

large or small, exposed to the west anywhere near the salt water. Leaves on willows, 

roses, alders, nettles – nearly every plant in the area – were turning brown and 

eventually falling off. We are suspecting that the high winds were driving salt-laden 

moisture onto the leaves. Has anyone ever heard of this before? 

We found damage on the east side of Cranberry Lake, well over a quarter mile from 

the saltwater. We found damage on top of Rosario Head, eighty feet above the water. 

And the damage stretched from the west end of the park all the way to Kiket Island, 

several miles inland from the straits, but still adjacent to the saltwater. 

Today, west-facing branches on these plants are bare. The east side leaves are still 

healthy. 

We will see if the plants re-sprout new leaves for the summer, or wait until next year 

for the damage to heal. Or will they heal at all? 
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Summer Art in the Park: 

Free concert events to be held at 

Deception Pass this summer: 

July 10: Hank Nelson and the 

Antone Brothers: Authentic songs, 

stories, & poems from Northwest 

timber communities.  
 
July 17: Sankofa: African American 

a cappella women's sextet: 

Spirituals, blues, freedom songs, & 

songs from Africa & the Caribbean. 

July 24: Ernest Queen & Queen's 

Bluegrass: Authentic Appalachian 

bluegrass & gospel from the Skagit 

Valley Tar Heel community. 

July 31: Shifty Sailors: Shanties & 

sea songs performed by Whidbey 

Island's own shanty men. (In 

celebration of Deception Pass 

Bridge's 75th anniversary). 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

 

Eat Your Yard Gardening 

Classes are held 6:45 to  8:15 pm at 

the Anacortes Library.  

Tuesday, June 22 

"Composting with Callie" 

 Still mystified about how to turn 

garden wastes into garden gold? 

 Learn the dos and don'ts of creating 

compost to improve your soil and 

grow healthier plants. 

Boater safety being slowly 
eased in 
   For the 2010 boating season, all 

Washington boaters aged 30 or 

younger must take a boating safety 

course and obtain the Washington 

Boater Education Card, often 

mistakenly referred to as the 

Washington Boat License or 

Washington Boating License. 

   By the year 2014, all boaters in 

Washington State who were born 

after Jan 1, 1955, will need a boat 

Park Interpreter Position Ends June 30  
Our park interpreter, Adam Lorio, has been given official notice that his position no 

longer is budgeted, effective July 1, next month. 

We are still pursuing alternatives to keep Adam employed, and other alternatives to 

find outside funding to keep interpretation at Deception Pass State Park. The summer is 

just getting started, and the momentum of the past few years is still growing, 

exponentially. 

But state budget cuts have mandated that no park funds be used for interpretation at 

Deception Pass State Park after June 30. 

 

 

Rain Garden Enjoying the Rain  
Tired of seeing gray skies and wet grass this spring? 

This is the second full year for our rain garden at the park office. Planted with native 

species, the garden is intended to treat 

runoff from the roadway, rooftop, and 

parking lot.  The plants have now had a 

full growing season behind them to 

establish roots.  

Look how they are flourishing! 

They are getting lots of help from the 

torrential and never ending rainfall this 

spring. 

This photo shows the backside of 

the office, with lupine, columbine, false 

Solomon’s seal, and several other 

flowers in bloom. Deer are particularly 

fond of some of these plants. 

A special thanks to Jeri Lancaster, park ranger here, and her husband Josh for most 

of the weeding throughout the gardens this spring, allowing the appropriate plants to 

succeed. 

 

 

Rhodies  
Do you know the state flower of 

Washington? 

It’s the Coast Rhododendron 

(Rhododendron macrophyllum). Selected by 

the women of Washington in 1893 (before 

they had the right to vote for political 

candidates or issues, by the way), this rhody is 

blooming right now. 

At Deception Pass, the best examples are 

found on the southeast slopes of Goose Rock. 

Take the Lower Forest Trail or the South East 

Summit Trail to climb through a couple acres 

of rhodies. But hurry, they only last a week or 

two more. With our sloooow spring weather 

this year, the usual May blooms are stretching 

into June. 

While you are there, climb higher to enjoy 

the yellow stonecrop flowers, and the now-

emerging paintbrush. 
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license to operate a watercraft on 

state waterways. The Washington 

State Parks & Recreation 

Commission is phasing in this 

legislation, adding a new age group 

every boating season. 

   You can take the course online 

(BoaterExam.com) or through any 

sanctioned course, such as the one 

periodically run locally through the 

Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

 

 

Current   Logo Credits 
Barb Lyter of Lyter 

Photography provided the design for 

the title logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 

www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 

 

Celebrate 
Washington State Park’s  

Centennial 2013 

 

 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks 

who have expressed an interest in 

keeping in touch with what is happening 

or in the planning stages at Deception 

Pass State Park. If you are not 

interested in receiving these monthly 

updates, please reply to this message 

and let me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be removed 

from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to 

receive. 

If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This park 

is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767  
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov 

 

Goose Rock Success  
What does four years of passive protection 

do for our meadows on top of Goose Rock? 

It allows for the survival of delicate and 

fragile plants, wildflowers that were up until 

now time being trampled on a daily basis. The 

little sign on the low railing in the photo states 

“Please Respect the Meadow”. People are 

doing that, mostly, and the results are 

astounding. 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation also 

sponsored interpretive signs that stand along 

the two trails leading up to the summit which 

share the story of the fragility of the 

meadows, or ‘balds’, and ask visitors to care 

about where they tread. It is working! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Island County Parks and Habitat Survey 
Island County and the Whidbey Camano Land Trust are working together to create 

the County’s Parks & Habitat Conservation Plan. The plan will provide directions and 

goals for the management of parks, recreation facilities, habitat areas, and natural 

resource areas in Island County. This project is critical because it provides an 

opportunity to address declining funding resources, which have made it difficult for the 

County to provide and care for parks and natural resources on Whidbey and Camano 

Islands.  

To make the Plan successful, County Parks would like to hear from as many people 

as possible. Residents are encouraged to participate in one of several public 

involvement events. Community feedback is needed to determine how the County can 

manage its existing resources, while working with other key partners to protect 

important natural resources and habitat areas countywide. Anyone age 10 and over is 

invited to complete an online questionnaire. A link is provided on the Island County 

Parks homepage at 

http://www.islandcounty.net/publicworks/parks/ParksandHabitatConservationPlan.html  

 It takes about 10 minutes to answer questions about your preferences, priorities, and 

future needs for Island County parks, facilities, trails and habitat areas. This 

questionnaire will be available through June 14. 
 

 

Get Outside and Get Dirty –  
It Could Make you Smarter  
by SUSAN WYATT / KING5.com 

     A new study finds that naturally occurring bacteria in soil could enhance learning. 

And as a side benefit, it appears to be a natural anti-anxiety drug, but without the side-

effects. 

     In studies presented Monday at the 110th general meeting of the American Society 

for Microbiology in San Diego, mice exposed to Mycobacterium vaccae navigated a 

maze twice as fast, and with less anxiety, as control mice. 

     In a second experiment the bacteria were removed from the diet of the experimental 

mice and they were retested.  While the mice ran the maze slower than they did when 

they were ingesting the bacteria, on average they were still faster than the controls. 

     "The learning that occurred was profound," said Dorothy Matthews of The Sage 

Sensitive meadow flowers and grasses 

flourish where they are protected from foot 

traffic at the top of Goose Rock. 
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Colleges in Troy, New York, who conducted the research with her colleague Susan 

Jenks. 

     Matthews said it's interesting to speculate that creating learning environments in 

schools that include time outside where M. vaccae is present may decrease anxiety and 

improve the ability to learn new tasks.  

     She said she wouldn't recommend that people go out and deliberately try to ingest 

the organism.  

     "When we think about our history as human beings on the planet, for most of our 

history we were hunter-gatherers, moving around in the soil, following the tracks of 

animals. And recently we became agricultural as the climate allowed us to do so, but 

we were still interacting in a very strong way with nature, It's only been a 100 years or 

so that we moved into cities become disassociated with nature," she said. 

     "My advice to people who want to see if they could have this affect is to turn your 

TV off, shut the computer down, go for a walk in the woods, put a garden in, interact 

with nature in a real way," she said. 

     Reprinted by permission of King5.com 

 

 

July 31 Bridge Celebration 
Fifty five days to go! 

The celebration of July 31, 2010 is getting closer every day. Several dignitaries will 

join us at the bridge at noon that day to commemorate the 75
th

 birthday of the bridge. 

When traffic is stopped, old cars will parade across the bridge, and the Navy will do a 

flyover.  

The events at Cranberry Lake in the afternoon are starting to shape up as a grand 

community picnic, with music, food, activities, and displays about the bridge and of 

various groups that make our communities special. 

Will you join us in celebrating this magnificent milestone in the life of the bridge 

that connects our communities together? 

 

 
Picture your life without the bridge. If you live on Whidbey Island, it would be very 

different. Water would be in short supply in Oak Harbor. Stores would run low on 

supplies in a matter of a couple of days. Commuting off-island would be by a boat 

somehow, either by ferry or some other option. Our lives would be different. 

 

 

 

 


